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EE) ty wour Ediftcation ; 


and the Reajons you 
gave me to believe, that God 
A 2 had 


4 Dedication. 


this Purpoſe, have yielded mc 
no ſmall 7oy. May we heartily 


had ownd and bleſs d them to j 


agree in giving him the Glory, 
from whom the Increaſe cometh. 
As nothing is more the Reverjc 
to my natural Temper, ſo no- 
thing was more remote from in 
Dejien, than appearing thus pub. 
lickly in the World. Tour af: 
fectionate 1mportunities, joins 
with the Deſire of one ſo p ar- 
ticularly dear to me, as your 
Reverend Paſtor, have over. 
come me; and I content myſel, 


with this honeſt Apology. I 


have often rewieto d with In. 


der, and Thankfulneſs, the Pro- 
vidence which has brought 1. 


together, and not only united 
our Hearts in the Bonds of the Sj © 


ſencere il 1 


Dedication. I 


| ſincereſt Friendſhip, but in the 


Deſen of ſerving your Souls, 
to the utter moſt, in the Miniſtry 
we have received. And it 
muſt add to the Pleaſure to ob- 
ferve, that the Harmony is com 
pleat; aud that 05 Wwe peak 
the ſame things, we can behold 
vous to be of one mind. May 
the Keliſ you had of the fol- 
(omg very plain Sermons when 
| they care from the Pulpit, be 
| rontinued and increaſed by their 
being put into your hands; and 
Hour Hopes ſucceed beyond my 
| Expectation, as to their more 
general Uſefulneſs. I have 
q /carned to deſpiſe the Hurts and 
q Cavils of unhallotetd Vs ; 
(none of theſe things ſhall 
move me) and my End is an- 


A 3 ſever'd, 
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6 Dedication. ' 
fever'd, if ſuch are ſerved b | 
them, who can diſcern thc i 
things of the Spirit of God. 
May my remain ing Work ini. 
you, thro the Droine Bleſſin; 
advVanc in YOu Holineſs 
Heart, and further you in you 
Preparations for Life cternal. 

This is, and fhall le the un: 
feigned Prayer of, 


GENTLEMEN, 
Tour moſt Reſpeci ful 


and Obliged Ferant, 
— 


Grays-Aun-! ane, 
3 Ja. 1721. 


James Wood. 
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MATT. XXV. from the Beginaing 
to the End of the 12th V erſe. 
Then fhall the Kingdom 9 6 Aden 
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7er that were fooliſh took their 


Laus, Pref unk no Oil with 


21.4 the wife took Oil in their FVeſ- 


wer 5 heir Lamps. 
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8 The Fully of being Serm. 

And the fooliſh /aid unto the wiſe. 

„Gier us of your Oil, for gur Lamp. 

are gone out. 

But it be wiſe anſwered, ſaying, Nut 
ſe; left there be not enough for 1 
and you : but g9 re rather to them 
that 55 Il, aud buy tor 04 let ?S. 

And while they went to buy, the F 
Bridegroom came, aud they thi: . 
were ready, went in with him ; 

I the Marriage, and the Door wa: Se 
fbut. 1 

Afterwaid came alſo the ot ber LVir- Þ 
L. ſaying 9 Lord. n £0? a, Hel 
2. J. 

But he anſwered and aid, Teri“ 
Re ay 27:10 yori, 1 þnow vou ot. 
Fared therefore, tor ye know neith; 

e Day nor the "pray wheret; 
* Sor of Mau cometh. 


' 
i 
| 
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HAT the Parable I have read 
6.1 is a Oontinuation of our Sa: 
viour s Diſcourie, and not * ü 
new Head of Doctrine, appear: WF. 
from the Manner in which ir 
introduced. = 21 E N ſha the Kingdom b ; 2 
Heaven be likened to ten Virgins, &c. 1. [ 
the Time J have been ſpeaking of, What thu: i 
Tim 


m. I. meer Profepors. 9 


. | 

10 me was, may be diſcern'd without diffi- 

/4 . Fl 1 - 7 7 
& ity, upon our carrying back our Views 


iP: S$wards the Cloſe of the preceding Chapte 
Ne 111d there, chat our Lord had not only © *8 
„ Þtimared the Certainty of a future Judg- 
Pent, ir: reſpect of the thing itſelf; bur af- 
ted the Uncertainty of the Day and Hour 


VC 7 
g which the Son of Man ſhould come, in re- 
7 Feat us. He tells his Diſciples how ad- 
„„ Fotagioully it would ſurprize ſuch Mini- 
1. ers, and private Chriſtians, whom this 
a pay ſhould find buly'd, as became the Ex- 
707 Pectauts of the Judgment, rho Multitudes 
Fc othed with both theſe Characters) ſhoald 
„ Puſe its apprehended Diſtance to Security 


„ Wd Licentiouſneſs : whom Death ſhould 
Place at the Bar, when they were leait 


5 MFoughtru! about ir, che Day of Judgment 
Peng equally near them, as the Day of 
| cath. "This is the Time refer'd to, in 
is tollowing Parable. 

7%, "FF {he Scope of it I take to be this, wiz. 


8 prets upon his Diſciples, in the moſt ef- 
etual manner, the Duty of Watchfulneſs, 
ich he had been recommending in tlie 


4 | 
Sa: .1apter foregoing, .- 

1 M3 # tore J enter upon the particular Expli- 
„ en of this Parable, let me obſerve to 


„os, chat theſe Allegorical Diſcourſes being 
Feſign'd to inſtruct us in heavenly things, 
Images taken from earchly ones, to com- 
umcate fome Doctrine, or urge ſome Duty 
1 fit! v 


10 The Folly of being Serm. ] © | 
fitly explain'd, or recommended by ſuch Al. 
4lufions, our principal View ſhould be to the - 
Scope and Drift of a Parable. Many things 8y., 
in it may be inſerted purely tor Ornament? 
ſake, to beautify and compleat the Allego- BY 
ry ; It is not therefore our Buſineſs to find 
a Meaning to every minute Circumſtance, 

| but to attend to the Leſſon which offers it. 
| ſelf to our Thoughts from its moſt ſubſtan. . 
4 tia! Parts. Watchfulneſs, as oppoſed to n 
Intemperance, is enjoin d in the former i. 
Chapter : the ſame Duty, but confider'd i n. 
oppoſition to Security, and as conſiſting i: Wa 
a Readineſs to meet with Chriſt at Death, | 
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and in Judgment, is enforced upon che DI. 
ciples, in this. 5 


The Parable which is here 1 by W;/ 
our Lord, was the more eaſily taken in by 
his Auditory, becauſe 1t erf upon 
Cuſtom of an antient ſtanding among the 
Jews, which they obſerved in their Mar 
riage-Solemnities. I'll give you as diſtinc: 
an Account of this Affair, as is needtul for 
enlightning the Subject. 

Fhe N. gh t was the ul m time obſervec 
toth by Jews and Romans, for celebrating 
their Marriage-Rites The Romans has 
their Torches, called Tda, from the pitch: 
| Kind of Free of which they were made 
and the Jews had their Lamps. Among the 

Jews, the Bridegroom had a certain Num- 


| Der of young Men, who attended him — 
0 the 
| 


Serm. IJ. rer Profepers. 11 
tie Houfe of the Perſon he had eſpouſed. 
the = [he perhaps were the thirty Companions 
18 which Sampſon had to be with him, when he 
Ir marry d the Philiſtine's Daughter at Tim- 
Lah, Judges xiv. 11. They are called by 
ur Saviour, the Children of the Brideckamber, 
at. ix. 15. and the Friends of the Bridegroom, 
t. Jen iii. 29. The Bride- Maid is, who were 
8 l _—_— rily ten in number, having notice of 
© WF: Bridegroom's co ming, went out with 
cr ighted Lamps to meet him, and to conduct 


A * , 
EF 
2 * * 1 Sf 9 * 


** 


* um and his Train to the betrothed Party. 
And as it was the Duty of their Place for 
2 eſe Virgins to wait the Pr. eg room's time, 
* nowever late his coming might "be; {5 upon 


s and his Companion's entring the Houle, 
by 9 the D: OY WAS ſhut, 
D told you, that Watchfulneſs, as oppoled 


Seon and Sluniber, and as conſiſting in 
ne 4 Expectation of Chriſt's coming, and Pre- 
Tr” WW: cdncls to meet him, is the Point about 
1 L x + Hie! h 1 { I, f , 7 Cs NI a 
cit he is folicitous to tmprets the {inds 


O! Wo: | 1 Diſcip! [es. To effect this che berte 7 
2 ſupp: les ſuch a Marriage a5 I have now 


EC ieſcribed.; and that. out of t e ten L 1 \ as 
uy Who were to attend the Brid: groom, ive 
0 ' were ſo ON as to lay in a Sto K 
T' | Ont that might feed their Lawps, how- 
E Vet tedltous che Bridegroom might be in 
Ne 1:5 coming: the other five being thought- 
n- 75 about the matter, and ſo the ON thi -Y 
to d, waſted, and their Lamps out, before 
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12 The Folly of being Serm. } 


he came. Starting out of the Slumber, tc 
which they had given way, upon his tarry- 
ing, thro the Alarm of the Bridegroom's 
Approach, they are in great Conſternation 

try to get a Recruit, but too late; for 
they had Oil to buy, when they ſhould have 


had it to uſe. While they are thus buſy'd, 


ſuch as were ready enter 'the Houſe wit! 
him, and there is no room for them. They 
are treated as unworthy of the Honour, a 
bout the ſecuring which they had expreſs d 
ſo ſcandalous an Indifference. 
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I ſhall make no other Application of this 
Parable, than as it ſhail come in my way, 


in diſcourſing upon theſe Propoſitions fol 
lowing ; iz. 


Prop. I. That among ſuch as make 


Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, very many are i 
but meer Profeſſors. Five only out of ti: | 


ten Virgins had Oil in their Veſſels, and no 
more enter d at laſt with the Bridegroor: 
into the Marriage, tho they all went out t6 
meet him. They are not all Iſracl, which ar: 
of Iſrael. 

Prop. II. That the Truth of Grace in- 
fers not an abſolute Freedom from Infirm:- 
ties. It may fometimes be ſaid of wiſe a+ 
well as foolifh Virgins, that they ſlumber and 
fieep. 

Prop. III. That Chriſt often comes to our 


particular Judgment, in that very Seaſon 


where: 
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Serm. I. meer Profeſſors. 13 


wherein we leaſt looked tor him. At Mid- 
night there was a Cry made, Behold the Bride- 
groom cometh, go ye out to meet him 

Prop. IV. That it is to be with us ro 
Eternity, according to the State and Con- 
dition Chriſt finds us in at his coming. They 
that were ready went in with him to the Mar- 
riage; the unready had the Door ſhut againſt 
them tor ever. | 

Prop. V. That our being left in the dark 
abour the time of our Death, and the Judg- 
ment-Day, while atlur d of the Certainry 
of both, ſhould be a ſufficient Motive to 
our Watchfulneſs, t we may be found in 
Peace, Watch therefore, for ye know neither the 
Day nor the Hour, wherein the Son of Man 


met h. 


We begin with che | 

I/ Prop. which was this, viz, That a- 
mong ſuch as make a Proteſhon of Chriſtia- 
nity, very many are meer Profeſſors. You 
may obſerve, that not one of rhe Perſons 
of whom our Lord does here make men- 
tion, ap pear'd to be a Libertine; to live 
without Ged in the Mord, and as if under 19 
Late to Chriſt: He tells us, that all the ten 
were Virgins, i. e. Perſons ſeparated from the 
reſt of Mankind by a credible Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity ; and ſuch as ſeem'd to have e- 
ſcaped the groſs Corruption and Pollution that is 
in the Morld thro Luft, 


— — * 
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14 The Folly if being Serm. J. 
Tue ten ſet our, as if agreed in the ſam: 
Deſign, of meeting the Bri, le groom. 9 ney pro- 
feſs to believe a future State, and that their 
main Errand into this World, is to get ready 
for the Enjoyment of a bette Carrying 
their Lamps, was telling Mankind, that they 
would be accounted the Friends of Chriſi 
and that it a little Service might ſuffice 
tney would retlect a Luſtre upon their Pro- 
feſſion by ſome good Works. Thus far do 
even ſuch go, whom we find in the Seque! 
of the Parable to be Caftarvays, They mak 
a gay ſpew in the FifÞ ; but could Chriſt ſay 
to them (as he does) 7 know you not, ha 
they been Partakers of his Grace in Trath ? 
Or could they have been everlaſtingly ba- 
nifhed = ſuppoſing them to hare 
Deen Co \riltians indeed, without Violating 
that Covenant, which is repreſented as ue. 
order y in al things, and ſure ? What is ſaid 
of them, proves that they made a Profeſſion : 
and what happen'd to them (as the Iffue, 
and Upſhot of their Affairs) that they were 
meer Profeſſors. As a Warning to Hypo 
crites and Formaliſts in all ſucceeding Apes, 
our Lord tranſmits the Memory of the 
Perſons to Poſterity, branded with rhe Im- 
putation of the moſt egregious Foy, He 
enters them upon Record as fooliſh Virgins. 
Before I leave this Head, it may not be 
amiſs to fpend a few Thoughts for ſetr!ing 
the Particulars {ollowing ; viz. 
1/t, To 


1 


erm. I. meer Projeſjers. to 
= 1//, To ſhew you whence ir 1s that any 
are infuenced & cake up a Profeſſion of Ne- 
gion, and reach no further. 
2dh, To expoſe cheir Folly who have 
L Lamp. only, without Oil in their L ele, or 
rake up with a pewerl'ſ; Form of Godline G. 
1, Ler me ſhew you whence it is that 
any take up 2 Proteffion of Religion, who 
er Proteflors. And, 
In ſome this Profeſſion is taken up, 
rely tho che Infiu ence of Education. Tho 
4 t iS not univerſally true without any Excep- 
4 vet that Maxim of the Wiſe Man's 
rl generally hold, viz. Train up a Child in 
y he mu 20, and when he is old he 
not des „Prov. xxii. 6. Were 
Nis Queſtion put to many in the profetting 
WV orid, hat is wy * „en of your H pe? 
4 Tn) do you name a Name upon you? 
chm ſe yous =o with God": deſpiled Prot, 0 
Or: _ nere to Chriſtians diltir gufh'd by this 
t' other x Denomi nation? 
Subſtance of their Reply would be reſolv'd 
into this, viz. We were brought up this 
Yay, this was the Relig gion of our Fore- 
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q Jathers, and we alt as we had them for 
ple: A Conviction of the Truth of 
TC ritranity, is not the Spring of their Pro- 
lion; or God's oumng and blefſing this 


da of worſhipping him, more than ano- 
her, the Motive to their embracing it. 


It 15 by Accident that ſuch as theſe own 
| Chri- 


16 The Folly of being Serm. I. 


Chriſtianity in any Form ; for had their An- 
ceſtors been Libertines, it is not improba- 


ble that they would be ſo too, all whoſe Re- 
ligion is founded in a Family-Precedent. 

Now, tho' we thus retain the Influence 
of Education, and by being deſcended from 
thoſe who truly tear'd God, may be ſecur d 
againſt downright Profaneneſs, or engag d 
to take upon us a Profeſſion of Religion ; yer 
ſince the faving Grace of God comes not to 
us in the way of natural Deſcent, ſince they 
cannot derive to ws a Divine Nature, who 
are the means of com municating to us this 
corrupt Nature, it is plain that, thro' the 
force of Education, T may be a Chriſtian in 
Appearance, without having taken one Step 
in the way of Life : My Voice may be Jacob's, 
and my Hands Eſau's; I may have a Lamp 
without 0%, and be dead while 7 live. Tis 
an Happineſs to proceed from ſuch as have 
been God's covenanted Servants, a Privi- 
lege to have enjoy d an early pious Educa- 
tion; but real Chriſtianity is ſomewhat 
more than all this, and may be ſeparated 
from it: Therefore altho' chis may make 
me a Proſiſſor, it may leave me very ſhort 
of a Chriſtian ; it may waſh the Outfide of th- 
Platter, while the Infide is full of native Im- 
purity and Corruption. 

2. As Education gives the Riſe to ſome 
Mens Profeſſion of Religion, fo others ſet 


out at the Inſtance of natural Conſcience, 
ſtartled. 


18 


ce, 


a, 


erm. I. meer Profeſſors. 17 


Y art irs. but not ſavingly convinced. They 


have gone on in an habitual Neglect of 
0, and the things which belong to their 
eace, thro' a large part of Lite, without 
iſturbance: the Natters of their Souls, 


Religion, and another World, What have 


:caltioned them but few ſerious Thoughts. 
t length ſome afflictive Diſpenſation of 
rovidence rouzes the ſleeping Lion, and the 
ime of Adverfity calls the thoughtleſs Crea- 
ure 70 are Eccl. vii. 14. It may be 

© che Hand of God has arreſted his Per- 
'F 1 the Sentence of Math iu himſell, and 
.ernity unveiled to his Mind, he is net- 


er [paring in his Cænſures upon his paſt Fol- 


V, or nis Promiſes of Reformation for time 
come. All this may flow from meer Na- 
re, which recoils at the Apprehenſion of 
„il, and by an Inſtinct, that is eſſential to 
„dreads a Diſſolution. The Event veri- 
es this Remark; the Man recovers, and 
unks that he has paid hi Vous, and done 
atever might be expected in his Caſe, up- 
2 his abandoning the former Extravagan- 


ot Life, and putting on a Face of Re- 


gion. He goes on in this vain Shew, his 
tas much as ever eſtranged from the 
—— ſanctifying Virtue ot the Religion 
vrofefles : he was frighted, but not con- 
inc d; and tho' reform d, is not converted: 
1ercas real Chriſtianity conliſts, not in our 
ting mended only, but Anmade; for whoe- 
ver 
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comme new,  Aﬀlic tions may put ſuch „ as! 
ſtocd idle all tf 1. lng, upon Fedily Sd. 
but between this and real Chr ſtiauit 
Duerence may be as great as between 
Shadow and Subſtance, a dead Image 

2 liring Man. Is it 0 ſrunge then that th. 
tho Projefſors, ſhould be no more then P. 
feſtors, when they have taken uy their R 
jon in a Fright, not from an inward P: 


„ 


ſuaſion of its Re: 1fonableneſs, Excellen. 
Beauty, 4 d CXCEE ding] eat Retwar 1 7 

3. A Regard to Rep: tration may lie i 
the bottom of {ome Mets Relic 710 ll, and 9 
thin 2 higher influence cheir Proj eſſion. Te L 
are not Chriſtians even in Name, but ur 1 m 
a Principle of H out. C ſcience has no G. 
cern in tis part they att in Life. M. 3 * 
God will think of them, comes not into . 
Queſtion ; tho” they may not want Sole 
tude about the g od Opimon of the F/” 


| 
« 


— 
-P 


Theſe low little Views have Men cond 
ed tnemſelves by, ever lace 9 ka 
Church. The 3 {t Fo. : oblerve 
7 8 
ſome of the chief Rufer. of th Jens 
notwithf {anding they were convine'd of =... 
Truth of the Chrittian Religion, yet a2 
gard to their Rents tar in prevented the 


»; 


owning and embracing it. They tuck 


1 W:rm.1. mere Profeſors. 19 
S Nel, ion that was moſt in ge, and 
. OHuld continue of the Jewiſh Church rather 
a be looked opon as out of the 3 f afiorem, 
ls words are thele, Among the chief Rulers 
= | FH l; ier de 4 017 Jeſus, but! Ut cauſe 1 the Pia- 
Ln 5 ey did not Fe ifs i him ; for i. — e the 
N „ aife , Men more than the Praiſe of Ged. 
1 wu XII. 42, 5 New way reckon ir 
8 rb en they fix upon them ſelves, that 
1 e fo many of their Friends and Ac- 
0 112inrance are Perfons famed for exemplary 
b. eq, they do not fo much as pretend to be 
Fans. A Regard to the good Opinion 
others does therefore carry them ſuch 
ag chs, as it was never in the power of o- 
er Motives to do; and the Love of a 


e 

0 1 oY Name prevails, where all Senſe of Duty 
[ ö God; or the Tenderncſs they OWe 0 All 
2 mmortal Soul, could not. Now is it to 
— "a imagined that theſe will be any better 
. weer Profeſſors, whoſe nigheſt Aim is at 
'opular Applauſe ? This (you know) is 
myge ainable in a Conſiſtency with their being 
4 wer y unacquainted with pure and undefiled 
e. 

4- It is to be feared, that an Eye to 
ular d ave is the main infinencing 


. \ciple in me Mens Proteſſions of Chr: T 
&: anity. A mercenary R egard to the Loaves 
be che ſole Reaſon of their thus far fol- 
i 

owing Chriſt. There was a large number of 
| copie mingled with his D.ſfciples, called 


him 


20 T he Folly of being Serm. q 
him Rabbi, purſued him over the Sea of 1 
berias to Capernaum, whoſe appearing Rel 


verence tor our Lord, he himſeit tells 1 | 
had no nobler Motive than the ſatisfying «Ml 


hungry Belly. See John vi. 26. Jeſus 4 


ſwered them, and ſaid, Verity, verily, Foy. Fe 1 


to you, ye ſcel me, not beca: iſe ze faw the 


racles, bit becauſe + ye did eat of the Loawves, 1 


were filed. And the Apoſtle Paul, writin: 


to Timothy, mentions a very odd fort i 


Chriſtians, who ſuppoſed that Gain wa, Go, 
lineſs, 1 Tim. vi. 5. Their Deſign in 
pearing religious, was to get Money by r 


Shew ; and it this End be attained i ir] 


they'll pur on any Form, or act any P: 
Many liſted under our Lord's Stand: 
joinea his Retinue, nile the Prol pect J 
Temporal Kingdom prevailed among che 


who turned their Backs upon him, 4 
walked no more with him, upon their ap rj 


bending that he was ro be a ſufferiug Savio. 
Ic were to be wiſhed that fo vile a Sp. 
had been peculiar to the . 
Chriſtianity | but what reaſon to fear thz 
ſome in our lay have proteſled Relig TION ny 
Choke for their Covetoutneſs, the be ter to in 


nuate themſelves with Mankind, and 314 i I 


frauding and over-reaching others to incres 
their on Abundance ? Now how plend 
ſoever that Proteflion, with how much (oc 
of Exactneſs and Severity it may ſeem to b 


attended ; can theſe be any other than mere} 
Profetio!! 


N. rm. I. cer Profe fors. 21 

| 1 aiciſors of the Religion of Jeſus? Do 

oe, grow! #pon Thorn, or Figs upon Thiſtles? 

ine e. they be at once the Members e, Chriſt, 
(> "= 

> "hd the Members of an Harlot“ Or truly 


- : rve two ſuch contrary Maſters, as Gd and 
10 ummon? 
7 2 But we ſhall carry this Thought turther, 
"vi der the next Particular, aud it is all that 
I > ſhall offer upon this Head. 
7 5, Some take up a Proteſſion of Reli- 
1 on as a Cover for the moſt deteſtable pri- 
1 ne Wickedneſs, The Apoſtle Paul, in his 
5. biſtle to Titus, gives us a diſmal Account 
4 ſome Judaiz uzing Chriſtians in the Church. 
1 heir Profeſſion was fpecinus, their Prac- 
0 e diabolical. They prof fſed to knew God, 
„ es he) but in Works they deny'd him, being 
. "oy — diſobedient, and to every good MY 
ee, Tit. i. 16. Men may afte& to 
P“ win 4 Saiuts, that they may behind 
'T. Curtain act the Atheiſt, both unobſcry'd 
6 unſuſpected: may wake long Prayers, 
18 | devot the do $ Ho: «je, and mOFre {e- 
| 1 rely wallow in all manner ot Seniualty, 
o {uch 4 dreadful degree as this has the 


Wü help'd ſome co attront the Almighty, 
J f It 1 upon the Credulity ot his Peo- 
vn 
1a! 1 | 1 . . - 

"" {iſe are all Virgins to the Eye of the 
LC WP. : 8 3 
end; their Profeſſion makes them ſo: tho 


r have ſhewn vou cheir Motives to this 
en L off; a oa 1. N Log 
if oeh on are very different. One ſets out 
— 15 = ne 

upon 


* * 9 * 1 
17 1 . 4/7 
feolif Fires. 
PR * CI 
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upon the e of Mind reccived by * 


tien. Another in co. dlaiſance to the 8 
Citations of. an awaken d tut a! . 


ha © ' — 9 * 5 
A his Man, becauſe it's faſt nable to 
Ch IL; Ant * Another rakes it a Cloke 
kis Cc Fal. Nay lome are d. 


* 
1 9 4 0 1 
view to their £ | 


Pant us in th 
1 up 


i 
3110 


The Scriptures V 
[ have given of the 
whic h Mer proje} Chriſtia a 
Ala 111 prom {ed tO At juſt, is by this Cr 
tu aiciencly plain, W12t =} 1 ul T6 ertoc 1 ro {134 
you how ſo many engaged in a Projeſl! 

F Corittanicy, who never 
nn % be weer Profeſtor 

2dr, Let me now illuſtrate 
and Propriety of our Saviou 
vihen he calls 


n I 


the Juſt: 


Their Folly will appear up 


our comparing Proft and Loſs : Laying e 


Gain they have made in one Scale, and t 
- a 
Al}OC it 
of the Hypocrite (the Fo: 
Pro teflo r 


Damage they have ſuſtain'd in 
hat is the Hope 
maliſt, the Deceiver, 
tho he has gain d, when Gad taketh away 
Sal? Job xxvii 8. Allowing hin 1 9. d. 
have ſecur 4 whatever was within the cor 
paſs of his 
"Trifle is it for which to plung ge a Soul 1 


the n meer 


Perdition and Deſtructiun? "I ho he ſhou'd 
Fern 


Serm. 


"An 2 
bY #Y * 
* 4 el * 

* 


Drau 


reach d furt. 


Remar i. 


all who are Protetiors on 


molt extravagant Hopes, u hat f 


7 # 
" 

4 ” 
1. 


Wt © 
bs 


4 | 


A 
_ * 


- 8 
1 * 


4 4 . 
1 
G 
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dit, e Mild (ſaith our Lord) which is 
5: e than the moſt atpiring 0 or avaritious 
| d could propole to ittelt, wha? is be pun: 
0) Is he not a Loſer, * an immortal 
c W' is barter d away, for a corrupttvle pe- 
er D127 World ? Mat. xi. 26. Is Reputation 
th at you aim at, ſecuring a good Revor! of 
00 in? Admitting that herein you have 
Reward, What is this, if compared wich 

11 Scornu. and Kepreacies of God Aimighty - 
1 's your being the World's Favourite 
| z fv Days, if he pronounce you accure 

tt der? Have you ſuppoled Gaia 0 
150 lin u? Granting that you have at- 
1 d your End, is chis to be laid in the 
[oy lance againſt the durable Riches, the 
of Glory, which have had an infe- 

F in Four Regards? Was lin- 

at Z in Serrecy (without Suſpicion or Di- 
n varce) what you deſir d? Beſides that 


=. a _ "le WG ? * of 
!S 110 being priv ATC rront God, [4 mat 
. 5 ECiofi4 ET 1 0] 8.7 71, wh Ty # laßt Hut 707 a1 


1 en, viewed With the ſublime Pleaſures 
1} Gids Riolt-land Jer evermure ? What 
01 us Folly co purchaſe ſhort-liv'd Sa- 
Tos ons, at the expence of ſuffering Hor- 
1 out end ? 

{ hall illuſtrate the Point more par- 
Or iy in che three following Inſtances 3 


8. 


Such practically prefer living hated 
od, to living in his favour ; this pro- 
claims 


24 The Fully of being Serm. 
claims their Foiy. A Chriſtian, as he 1s 
Partaker of God's Likeneſs, is the Object 
his Love. To be loved of God, includes 
it Whatever can make up a Felicity that 

complear. He who requires Huth in 

hidden part, has mark d out Hypocrites, 


the moſt odious of Sinners; as moſt = 4 
mote from himſelf, and offenſive to hi! ea 
Now, he who is a Profeſſor only, is an FH, 

pocrite : he cheats the World, and wo id 
deceive even God himſelt. Such Wretc!: W 


may bleſs themſelwes, g00G Men, who «r 
ſtill fallible, may honour them; but 6 
Soul keaths them. And how very unelis': 
the Circumſtance, ro live under the ſer: 
Abhorrency of a Foe that's powerful. 
Ommporence ? Your Practice, and wa = 
declares this to be your Choice, Whate 
the formal Reaſunings of your Mind n 
be: and that you prefer tuck an Averidiia 
to any ways in which God might difcove ST it 
his loviag Kindneſs, and tender Me: cj. AfionW 
have a Language as well as Words. Yo! 
ſpeak hus: and is the Character miſapply 
when Fol; is inſcribed on ſuch a Conduct + 
Again, A 
K. You practically prefer dying a 
ſea, to dying in the 7.00 4; which further | 
poſes your Fly. Faith ſo unites the Cl: 
ſtian to his God, — a Scparation is 
poſſible even by that Death, which fer 
rates between Soul and Body. His Life 


l C34 


| meer Profeſſors. 28 
ing with God, his Death a reſting from 
, and feeping in Jeſus. He who was 
Guide to the Grave, does in the ve- 
bproſpect of it diſarm the laſt Enemy, 


1 1 a « «4 
„ 3 erm. I, 


1 ſupport with his Rod and Staff thro 
gloomy Vale. When Fliſb is fainting, 
4 Heart failing, le is the Strength of his 
ir Wi; whom he has choſen for his ſarisfy- 
1 Pticz. An Hypocrite lives abhorred, 


Dad dies accurſed of God. Death is to 
Wn the Exccutioner of Divine Vengeance ; 
a Wi the meer Proteflor, is this Hypocrite. 
= can find 20 Diſchar ge from that Har, nor 
ſtance in it; but mult go thro the Hour, 
| firuggle alone with the Powers of Dark- 

Now, how deplorable the Cafe, to 
e God look on as an Enemy, when all 
rearure-Heips are Maters that fail, and 


ans of nd value? This you cue. This 
Practice proves to have the Preference 


wel 1 u you, to all that a good Nan Cxpee 
n his laſt Moments. How palpable 
e Toy? 
v how compleatly extravagant? when 
emember, 
„ That you prefer the Extremity of 
- Torments, co all the Jov, Glory, and 
-dneſs of the beavenly World. A Chri- 
bas not fully received the Good pur- 
'-4 and promiſed by his Saviour, when 
» Body is lodged in the Grave. All hi- 
ct are rather Preparations for his Hap- 


B pinels, 


—— 


- 


2 — 


26 The Fully of being Serm. Wt: 
pineſs, and Earneſts of ir, than the thi»: 
itſelf. His Soul does immediately pals 1. - F 
Glory, to be ſwallowed up of that Imno- : 
lity, and eternal Life, which are brought to 250 | 
in the Goſpel. And when the Reſurrectic 
State ſhall have fitted the Body, which «.. 
ſown in Corruption, tor a Reunion with 
periected glorify d Spirit, he ſhall 1 * 1 
his entire Perſon, wiae i is. contain'd in be 
ing £77 ngs and Prieſts unto God for ever 

blel led with Ever „ Rede mption. An Hy 
crite is tranimitted by Death to the lows 
Hell; the Place where the Worm dies not, 
where the Fire is not quenched. Nay, as | 
common Darnnation came not up to Nein 
Malignity of their (Guilt, nor did ſuſicic | 
iy expreſs che Diſpleaſure ot God again It 
it, the Holy Ghoſt refers to the Hy pocrit. ee 
Aſter-State, when he would convey to dug. 
Minds the Idea of pert -Cted MI fery * M * 
xxiv. 51. The meer Proteſſor is this Hypꝰ- 
crite ; he chuſes to lie down in deo ing, | 
ana to dwell with everlaſting Buraings. le 
his Practice teſtifies, thar he looks upon g 
that Heaven can furniſh out, as an Hap MF o'-" 
neſs that may ſtrike the Mind, as leis 
be defired. Thus e calls Darke fs Liz 
and Light Darkneſs 3 Bitterneſs ſweet, 
Qweetneſs bitter. And what can difcore! 
Folly in all its Extravagance, more than c 
Account with which I hare now enter F 


taind you? 
In 
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hus I have offer d what 1 deſign'd as 
the 
[// Prop. which was this, vx. That among 
n as make a Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
many are but meer Profeſſors. I have 
counted for the thing, by letting you ice 
ereral Springs Which may influence to 
ch a Proteſhon, and yet never Carry us 
her; juſtitying our Saviour's Remark, 
en he pronoumces of all who ſet out to 
im with Lamps only, and ao 00, chat 
ey are fooliſh Virgin: 
{ ſhall cloſe this Diſcourſe with the fol- 
ng Practical Reflections. Such as, 
, Let us not draw Concluſions to the 
ejudice of Religion, from the Miſcar- 
ges of ſuch as protels it. Religion is the 
eſt Reality; it has a renewing. and 
orming Vertue: but ſince a P. 7 Vor 
a « Chr jan arc not convertible Terms, 
mould rather attribute the Miſconduct 
thoſe who bear the Chriſtian Name to 
ir Inexperience of rhe Chriſtianity they 
of , than to any Detezt in a Scheme 
en makes all 1tuch to be ew Creatures, 
thoroughly embrace it. It ail who af- 
the Character were Chriſtians indeed, 
would true ſob: ly, righteouſly, and godly 
 prefent World. Conſequently the Miſ- 
ages of Proteſſors mult be owing to 
eir Jane of Religion, they have neicher 
2 = 


* 78 


28 The Fully of leing Serm] 


Riſe or Encouragement from Religion i: ea 


Untair and inconcluſive as this fort of R 
ſoning is, yet we find that it's commor lp: 
it's falſe. My Text unriddles the ie KL 
and accounts for the Fallacy, when it 0 


us, that many who profeſs Religion, an = 
meer Profeſſors. 3 
24ly, Let what has been ſaid, cautior: 

againlt reſting in an empty Profeſſion ol 
Chriſtianity | how ever ſpecious or plauſ 
it may be. In reſpect ot the Divine Accep 
rance, Circumciſion availeth not ay :/:8 
neitiner Uncireurncifion, but the new Cretu 
All the Bleſſings of the Ever laſting C ve 
arc ſuſpended upon our believing 1 in Chri i 
accepting him as he has freely offer d hi; 
ſelf in the Goſpel, conforming to his Con 
mands, which are holy, juſt, and good: Gol 
never told us, we ſhouid l. 1ave an Inte e. 
in the Contents of this Covenant, it 
did but profeſs all this to the World. . 
what tho we ſhould be fainted by ſhort 
ſighted Creatures like ourfelves, while (- 
cannot be deceived; aud will not be mecked ! 
will be but a lictle time, and the Mz 
ſhall be taken off. At the Tribuna! 
Chriſt every Cet, ſhall he manifeſted, 
hed, and open d; and how ſhocking 
Thought of our being convicted of e ? 
there? While ethers build upon Hay and & 
ble, and entertaiv Hopes which will ead "| 
Confuſion, may we build pon a Rock, (|! 
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ſe may ſtand, and our Confidence have 
tet Recumpence of Reward. 


Nee, Bieſs God, Chriſtian, who has made 


4 
"4 
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— 
. 
1 
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ua [1nd Believer, while there are fo ma- 
ak: Cet in the proteſſing World. In re- 
tc] Wing yourſelves to be taught, pardoned, 


WF. fandtified, and faved by him, you 
” T6 abundantly approved your Wildom. 


are upon a better bottom than others, 
| oF © ore ſubſtancial Encouragements than 


10 de that your Righteoujneſs exceed: theirs. 

p- 75 to grow i Grace; and out of the good 
/ your Heart, to Og | forth good 

8: Then u ON his ſaying in the Lan- 

ee of the Pro omiſe,” Behold 7 come quis yy 

| 2 will de able to echo back again in rh 
ngvage of Faith and Zope, Amen, even ho 

me Lora Jeſus. 


SERMON II 


In fir mities con ſiſtent with | 


Truth of Grace. 


2 % XP D. e that a Pg, 
Cn riſtianity May be ſepa 


9 * expos'd their Folly, who 
tent themſelves with a Name to live 
they are lead, or reſt in an empty pov 
Furm ( God ines. 7  Thefe Heads ta 
what was intended by the 
If Prop. laid down from the Text. 


We proceed to the 


IId Prop. which was this, viz. That 
"Truth of Grace does not infer an abi 


Freedom from IAInfirmities. 


JW from real vital Religion; 


FA 1 
1 


s Obſervation is founded upon that 
of the Parable which informs vs, that 
vide the r FAY ed, they : all lumber & 
ett. The Charge is arawn up in com- 
on againſt the We and Fooliſh Virgins 3 
All 2 d and ſlept. 
it is alike eaſy in regard of the Pivine 
=: to form the new Creature at once 
rh ſame Perfection it ſhall attain ro 
1 Heaven, as to work us up to that Per- 
on Dy er When he implants the 
nciple of a ſoiritual Lite, he could in the 
ſtant give us the Meaſure of the Sta- 
the Fulneſs of Chriſt, Epli. iv. 13. © 5 
aim he can, becauſe he actually dhe, all this 
nent, in the twinlling of an Eve ; Sanc- 
1c2t00-Work being complrated in the 
Article of Diſſolution, tor eve ery Chiid 
od. Bur however poll bie this is in 
ſpect of God's Power, vet it is conſiſtent 
th the Perfection of his Nature, and an- 
more valuable Ends, that we thould 
row gradually into an holy Temple 19 the 
14; our Goodneſs be as the Merning Light, 
hit Mines more aud more unto the perfett 
PV diſpolſing things into this Order, 
provides for thi glorifying I mſelf, 
thout the leaſt hazard to our Safety. 
Vnat au Honour is reflected particular! 
a the Wiſdom, the 1 the — 
ind the Faith ſulne ſs of God, in that ſo mall 
"ark is kept alive in the Floods of 
B 4 Temp- 
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sive holy things to Digs, and to break r 


32 Infirmitics conſiſtent with Se 
Temptation from without, and Corrupr a 
irom within? "That it out-lives all O5 l 
ſition? The ſmoaking Flax net quenchez, k 
the bruifed Reed broken, until Judgemen 
broug t Arth 10 Victory f Mar. xii. 2 \ 
tho the Grace of God, where it is cor 
1cared in Truth, is an incorruptible 
which [ veth and abideth for ever; tho 
Mater cannot extinguiſh this Celeſtial ! 
ni the Fl.ods drown it; yet ſince we 
fanttity'd but in part, the Preſence of 
rupthe is conſiſtent with the 'T'rut:: 
Gr: C. 
Our Lord pronounces of ſuch whom: 
allows to ha been Wiſe Virgins (% 
Cak Ati * that even they nad che- r 5 ann! 
ad 145 H Seaſons. It tms could not |: 
contiſted with real rf is it t- 
{uppoſed that he would bare treated 1 
as his Chi Idren, rg them to Hur 
as we know he did? This would be 
thoſe fixed Rules, by which ſuch Favou 
as theſe are fu! pended, upon our be 
made Hartaler of a Divine Nature. 
It is probable that this particular 
cumſtanc? is left upon Record, tho no! «| 
an Encouragement to Security, yet as a Pi 
ſervarive againſt Deſpair. That a Con 
ouſneſs to our own Weakneſs might 
hurry us into an harſh Judgment of 
ſpiritual State, cho it ſhould be | improve! | 


m. IT. the Truth of Grace. 33 
3 Motive to our walking humbly with 
f 
ne (aid chus much, if poſſible, to dil- 
SS: thole timorous Chriſtians, whom Sa- 
gd cceives to their hurt, when he teaches 
to inter their being Hypocrites and Caſt- 
, from their xt having already attain' d, 
d thetr not being already perfett. They 
y argue from the remaining Preſence of 
u, to the Abſence of the Grace of God; 
hereas the moſt that can be fairly con- 
ded from this State of things, is this, 
That our Grace is weak, when our 
Frrupeious are ſtrong. Such hearty Lamen- 
tions on the account of Sin, and earneſt 
efires of compleat Sanctification, are con- 
dae Proofs of our having Graee in Truth. 
ong Cries are as certain a ſign of Lite, as 
Her and oy. 
May God bleſs theſe Hints to the reſeu- 
2 fome miſtaken Chriſtian our of this 
1 t of the Devil. 


= of 


Wor" 


2 


The Heads upon which J ſhall enlarge, 
purſuing the Subject, are theſe which 

ic W; iz. 
bu I ſhall endeavour to explain the 
arge ſumm'd up i in theſe few words, 7. ey 
 {lumvred aid ſlept. Shew you V hat this 
mfies, as it is brought againſt a real Chri- 
n; and w hat it may import, as affirm'd 
a meer Proſeſſer. It lies againſt boch = 
an 


n 


34 Wiſe and Fooliſh Ser. 


and folifh Virgins at once, but fignities « = 


rently, as applied to the one, and to AF"! 
orher. =D : 

dh, We ſhall examine what is mean: WF! 
the Bridegro "M's Hi, and how this E 
con es ic powerful a Temptation to $ r 
rity aud Slumber, ” B 

We will then apply this part of the PF 
ject. = 


1%, I am to ſhew you what this C!: 
carries in it, that is advanced againſt 
the wiſe and the fool [irgins, whet 
Lord ſays of them, that they /{uru0r 44 
flept. 3 
"Theſe Phraſes, in their general Acc 
tion, are oppoſed to that Matrchfulnefs 
ten recomm ended in the Scriptures, 
thering our Soul's Proſperity. *'I hat \ 
ful, lively, and cjrcuwſpec Atte nda11oc 
our Work as Chriſtians, which adorns i 
tel; and contributes to the Encreale © 
ipiritual Strength, and Feace, and 
Read, to this purpoſe, 1 Tieſl, v. 6, 
Therefore let us not fleep as do others, but 
watch and he ſber, &c. I need not nt 
ply Authorities. This Explication is ' 
ported by our Lord himtelt in my 
and he muſt be allowed to have knov 
own Meaning. If we compare the 
with the r3th Verſe of this Chapter 
will fee that he makes the /y1m1:; i 


EC os, 
"OP 
* 
— 


rm. II. Humber and ſleep. 35 
n of which he ſpeaks, to be the Re- 
„re to that Watch fulneſs, which conſiſted 
=D a 6xed Expectancy of his Coming, and a 


in: ligten: Preparation tor it. 
bac ſince a truly gracious Perſon can ne- 
% come thoſe Lengths in this Guilt, which 


be fact as to a meerly nominal Chri- 
, /umber and fleep in the lame Senſe 
3 ay be on d of the * er; J ſhall ar- 
rpc to ſettle this Point, ſhew you what 
are to DT, it, When it refers 
; Child of God, and what when it's a 
arge againſt a meer Hypocrite. 
W The 1 apply'd 10 4 Criſtin 42, it nay 


It ma te ſuch things as theſe. 

6 (1.) An Abatement of his firſt Zeal for 
i. he Soul is filled with lively and 
ftrong Workings of Affection towards 

upon our firſt Converſion. The 

a ture it V/en receives, and the Biaſs that 

hen put upon it, can never wear off; 
that Love way be at = times {uſ- 

id in reſpeoit of its Exercifes and Act-- 


1, Lnat is tar from being e xtINg mth d in 
ord of its Prin. ible. When the Charch 
t:vpheſus is reproved | 3 loft her 
live, this Charge refers to Interrup- 
and Decays as to the Inſtances in 
tne had forme FIV efled her Zea! 
) | 

ppoſes nor as if the Love of God were 
d, and had no more place among thoſe 
Profeſſors: Rev. 11. 4. Thus God 
(peaks 


17 
+ # 
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ſpeaxs ro Jeruſalem by the Mouth of 
Prophet Jeremiah; I remember thee (ſaich a: 
the Love of thine Eſpouſals, when thou 0c: 
after me in the Wilderneſs, in a Land that 
not ſown, Jer. ii. 2. J. d. The time was, 'lY 
which your Love appeared a kind of Te 
port, and hot as Fire; it could put you 
on the moſt difficult and expenſive Ser: i 
for me; you ſtuck at nothing that 9 
ſhew that you loved me with a ure He, & i 
and fervently : Your Love has of late ſe»: i 
to wax cold, as to ſeveral Inltances wit 

it did tormerly diſcover itſelf. And in 

Senſe may we underſtand that Proteſſio 

the Spouſe to Chriſt, when ſhe ſays, 1 

but my Heart v. abeth, Canc.v.2. . e. 

appear not to be ſach a lively zealous C 


* N 1 
„ 


tian aS At my firſt ſerting our, er m | I u 
Heart is r ght with God amidit all mine u 
mities. 1 have Love to God in the 41 1 
tho it ſhew not itſelf as before ir did. "Theo Bi 


is Life in the Rost, tho I may be look'd 
on as a Tree twice dead. 

Who is the Curiſtian againſt whom $3 
has not thus had Prwer, and prevailed 2 © 
= Wings? dulic their Spirits? 

ompar:ng the preſent Evidences and 
— ſſions of their Love to God, with v 
at other times they have given, they!“ 
feem'd to be invaded with a Spirit f 
ber? or overrun even with the Shador. 
Death 8 


erm. II. ſumber and ſicep. 37 


:.) A Child of God may fall from his 
Works, as well as from his firſt Love, 


s cis be aim'd at when he is {aid to flrm- 
ol 4 er Y and ſleep. The Sloth and Security which 
3, W-coan io the Heart, may quickly affect the 


1 74 and the Fruit follow the preſent Con- 

don of che Tree. 
l here are theſe two Inſtances, in which 
| Drowſineſs of Soul rowards Duty will 

New ;tlelf ; wiz. 
this prevails, we ſhall find, 

That che Law f God will appear leſs 
edingly broad; and the whole of our Du- 
/ be brought within a narrower Compais 
T1 n At firſt, when Couſcience 
eas tender, and the Love of God did con- 
Chriſt's Toke was eafy, and his Bur- 
Wc [it Chriſtianity, in its utmoſt Extent, 
u cared to be a reaſenall: Service, "The 


„os ert paid Tythe of Aint, and Auiſe, and 
in, without — the werghtier Mat- 


e Jam, Judoment, Mercy, and Fanh ; 
ii. 23. Duties 2 a Per fonal Obi 
—— _ - '! broke not in UPON fuca as were oft a 
oo Nature ; nor did the Reſpect ſhewn 
ative Duties, excuſe from ſuch as 
ere more directiy Perſunal. Private Duties 
re not allowed as Pleas to the Neglect of 
it ones; nor Publick made to ſtand in 
place of Private, Every Command _ 
having the ſame Authority to bind 1 
01 Gonſcience, came effectual ly recom- 


mended 
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38 Miſe aud Fooliſh Serm. il, bk. 
mended to it; and no Duty appeared to 

to little an one, as that it might be over 
look'd with Sajety. But has not this fr ; 
Love cooled? Satan play'd the World u- 
on us with fo much Succeſs, that each | 
us may lay with the {rrictelt regard 
Truth, I ig nt with us as in Tears that . 
paſs'd ? Have not theſe been our inw a 
Thoughts of wany Duties? ſuch for 
ſtance, as deily ſtared ſolemn Seli- Exams - 
tion, aud communing with mr own , 


. 
7 


Reading, Meditation, and pr vate Pray e. F 
(Duties which former rly we durſt not or! 1 BY 7 
to what purpoſe is thts WW aſte © Mat. xxx . 
As ſpiritual Sloth has grown upon us, 


have been apt to ſay of Attendauce tot 
and many other religious Services, tr 


t Was 4 being gte, ui evermuch; and b. = /- 
abridged cur Chrittianity, leit ir h 3 
chwart this Fleſh-pleaſing Demand; Tee a 


tle Sheep, and a little Humber, aud a little | 
4 Ying the Hands to (leep: Prov. vi. to. I 

few thorough enperienced Chr: 05 , 

W hoſe Caſe at one time or another ! 9 f 

not now deſcribed; and whenever ol mm 

been thus with us, we have been um 

* ing Virgins. * 

Another Inſtance in which this 1 1 

ge of Soul towards Duty will diſcover : | 


* 3 
8 
* 5 


felt, is oo viz, we ſhall by degrees c: 
Care: 'els 2abouc the Mar ner in which we Vi 


charge Duty. Wiule the Soul has 


Pi 
«4 


erw. II. number and ſleep. 29 
: wakefub and lively, it has had a regard not 
er- niy to the Matter of Duty, but to the 
5 i nper and Frame of Spirit in which it has 
Loca arrended to. It hes not been enough 
WF © yield it Peace upon Reflection, that ſuch 
aach Services were not omitted, if they 
2 have not been. rightty performed ; that Sin 
as een confeſs d, if the Soul has not been 
led and broken for it; Mercies acknows- 
ed, i {ove to G has not accompany d 
| ele Acknowledgments; our Gratitude been 
mlarged, and the Soul confirmed in its 
Derendance en God for the future. The 
Labour of the Lips patles not tor Prayer, 
ahen the ſecret tervent Deſires of the Heart 
ct expret! ed hereby; nor have we ac- 
tau gggicted ourſelves ao our own Sarisfaccion in 
J {141797 Hearing, or Meaitation, if God has 
deen met with in thete Duties, by the 
ul which followed hard after hin. We have 
| 1eaioius over onrjeives with à godly Jeatou| „ 
1e Ge US Ve mils wat ab Ve / thing We labour d 
ae, which 1s, that whether preſent or abſent, 
1 m7 he accevte 1 of God, or. 9. 
1G \\ en Securicy and umnder invade, what 
/ faefs ſucceeds in che piace of our for- 
ger Cautiun? What Lukevarmaeſs witead 
our wonted Zen? God is put oft with 
b rde Lame and Blind for a \ acrifice, as if it 
=_ rc of little or no conſequence how we 
=. in Religion, ſo that the Work was 
ae. How olten has che World, and rhe 
43 things 
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40 Wiſe aud Fooliſh Serm. UI 
things of it, thus eutangled, and overcoi: | 
us? given our Corruptions the advantage 
ſo that when we have not dared wholly : 
neglect Duty, we have gone about it w' 
that Sluggiſhneſs and Indevotion, as if th: 
God with whom we had to do, were not 
Sirit; or the Service which he requir:, 
Jpiritual NA iſbip. Too frequently have w: 
read, heard, and communicated thus our 
Frame; been heedlets, lifeleſs, our Heart, 
not warm d in Duty, and (which is wor 
our Sorrow not ſtirred. tor ſuch trifling wit! 
holy God. 

In theſe Inſtances will the D-ow/nel: 
Soul towards Duty, of which we ſpeak 
diſcover irſelt ; wiz. it will tempt us to 
bridge our Chriftianity, leflen the number 
Duties to which we are obliged, and make 
us keed!-ſs as to the Munner of diſcharg't 
{uch as we ſtill believe co be Duties. 

(3.) Shumbiing aud Sleeping, when app! 
to a Chriſtian, may tignity not only fai: 
from this fir Mori, but talli: g to {cr 
groſs Sin. I ho a who have eſcaped the Pu 
Intions of the MWurld, are not again entau'! 
and evercome ; yet God has lett ſome ſack 
to themſelves, that they might tee the, 
that is in them, and inſtead of being ig v. 
ed, might fear. David and Peter are Monit: «| | 
ct the Frailty of human Nature. TT: 
Story proves, that true Grace may ſubi..if 
where there are many and yery ſtrong Cor if 
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ons; and that a Soul moſt wake ful God- 


| 17 vigorous, and active, may in a (mall 


þ 


paſs of time be not only in a flumbring 


but ſo thoroughly aſleep, as that all 
mas a Chriſtian ceaſes, It is but rarely 
an) are thus ſurprized, whom God has 
ended as his own ; and when they are, 
ar are born of God do not fo fin as others : 
ed aliding in them, they « anno? fo fin, 

mt 160 ae born of God. 1 mean, that 
cannot fin with the ſame Conſent of 
„ with the fame Remorleletinefs upon 
ton, With the jame e Frequency or Per- 
trance: Juli. 9. Their Slips are acci- 
. and when they fall they quickly rife 
"Tis impoſſible that "they ſhould 


ide with a perpetua! Backſlidieg, or draw 


Perdition; they are eventually ſafe 
che Countel and Covenant of Goa, and 
kept to Salvation by his mighty Power. 


10 theſe Reſpects, muy even the wiſe Vir- 


ve laid to lum! 17 and fle . They may 
in the Livelin:js of their Affection to- 
1 God, be lefs impartial in their OQbe- 


as grow formal and careleſs in rhe 


mer of diſcharging Duty, by dropping 
Guard, be furprized into preſumpruous 
Thus far may they decline and miſ- 


„ in Whom the Root of the Matter is: 


mall be recover'd by Grace, and glo- 


, 


4 n Heaven; for theſe wife Virgins a- 


rom their Slumber, were ready at the 
Bri de- 
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Wiſe and Fooliſh Serr. 
Bridegroom's Approach, and went with / 
to the Marriage. 

2. I am next tO Open the Impe 7 a 
theſe Phraſes, as they are applicab le to . 
Profeſſors ; for it's obſerv "d Of the 1 
Virgins, as well as the wiſe, that the) 
bred and lept. . 

1 ie Cliarge as advance. Bt; 
gainſt theſe Hipociter, it may ſugge— 
things as the fo | 

Tneir torbearing their former 
even ro he thought religious. "The mier, 


Teffor auiſw ers all his Ends, by an 0urfide . 


He aims at nothing which is not to- 
cured by his having 4 Name to live. . 
cordingly, wile he acts conſiſtently 1 . 
himſelt, he fits before God, as his Peop. 1 


Apes a Chriftian ; treading in his Steps + 
as chis may be done, — he an Hyp«'1 28; 
ſtill. He muſt be at ſome Expence, iſ: : 
is not great, who would paſs for relig. 
for notwirhſlanding that our Hearts ar- . 
empt from the Remarks of the moſt in 

tive Eye, and arc not to be judged 5; 

Judgment, yet they will form 2 
our favour, or otherwiſe, as we do or 4 
ict keep up the Face of Religion. 8 
when ſuch as were famous tor walking 
the View of the j 1/or ld blamelels, Pe a 
this affected Tonderneſw and S:rupulef ts 
ſtead of that fictitious Zeal by wich fi 
deceived many, indulge to a Celdireſs, Loc 


er. II. /ſumber and ſlecp. 43 
' 8 {vious Diſregard of what they ſcem'd 
& 1 1 with a Fervour of Mind, they 
= 4 e {ard to flumber and fleep ; for they 
die Reverſe to what they themſelves 
. -, while upon the Patch tor deceiving 
bord. And conſidering theſe Perſons 
deſtitute of an inward fixed Reſpect to 

od, nothing leis than which can keep the 

ou! Reddy, is it ſtrange it they run into 

a 2 in Practice? Where nothing 

er than a View to Reputation makes a 

in a Profeſſor, can we wonder it in many 

H ices he ſhould act in Contradic tios to A 

Ties which he may be diſpoſed to al- 

" or deſpiſe in many Inſtances ? 

['h9 he fooliſh Virgins of whom our Lord 
beuks, ſet out to Appearance with a View 
the meeting the Bridegroom, it 1s probavle 

t from a Regard to their it Management 

4 Proteſſion, their u vear ying of the Mea- 

r-& by which it was to be {upported with 

it, and Indifferency about the Refle&ions 
Ma kind upon their R-feſs, he brings 
into the Number of ſuch as Aumbred 


. 
* — © 
, 


PANE. 
5'Y N 1 go 
; here may be intimated in this 
Wy EA that ſuch do throw off the Diſ- 
=— Wwe and die Apeftate: after a plauf! ble Pro- 


Hin. This Interpretation is favour'd by 

nat occurs in the Sch Verſe of this Chap- 
_', where it is ſaid of the fooliſh Virgins, 
der Lamps were gone out. Their Lamps 
1 may 
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way ſignify their Profeſſion ; the Bridegroon'l 
Coming, Chriſt's ſummoning them by De | 
to Judgment : conſequently, their Lamps i 
out at his Coming, their dying Ape“ 
Demas carry'd on a Slew of Chniſtiaai 
while it {-r1'd his purpoſe, who made I. 
gion but a Means to an End truly ford'd 
baſe ; and when it appeared unl:kely that“ 
ſhould get any more by The Name, he . 
ſolves to be no jonger called a Chriſtian Hl 
quits the Cauſe at once, thro a predom | 
Love to the preſeiit World, 2 Tim. iv. 2 - 
Chriſt foretold ſuch a ſort of Chriſtians, WW: 
for a while ſhould believe, or pretend to be |» 
eve, but in the time of Temptariou foul.” | 
away, Luke viii. 13, And the Apotilc W-: - 
the Hebrews ſuppoſes this to be a r 
Cale, as to fuch who came many Ler.-:18'.! 
further, than barely taking up the Chr: 
Name ; tho he pronounces the Recover, 
ſoch to be impoſſible. Some may be en! 
ned (lays he) taſte of the heavenly Gift, 
Partake;s, in a lower Senſe, of the Holy G. 
they may have had a kind of Reliſt Wh: 
good Word of God, felt the Powers of the I n. 
to come, and yet jal! away, ſo as act to. 
new'd again by Repentauce ; Heb. vi. 4, 
This is ſumbring with a witneſs, yes, 
ſleeping the Sleep of Death. = 
Whar has been faid may ſuffice fo e 
plaining this part of the Subject, . h 4 
It's obſery'd of both the wife aud alls! 


ce 


N 
&S * 


L 4 n. II. Humber and ſleep. = 
* that they lumbred and ſtiept. We have 


11 der'd wherein the Nature of this 
MT iro lies, and what it carries in it as it's 


ranced againſt Chriſtians, and as it is 
rought againſt Hytocritet, or meer Profeſſors. 


e different Import of theſe Expreſſions, 
a g crently apply'd to the one or the other 
Ys ' rh em. 


is was the Firſt General Head. 


1 500, We'll enquire what is meant by 
„ ickgrocm' tarry; ing, and how this comes 
1 * { pow erful a Jemptation to Security 


d Slumber. While the Bridegroom tarried, 
12 and ftept 
l mig t ſay, that the eternal Son of God 
d eminen ly come into o World, when 
- Word was made Fl-ſþp, and dwelt among us. 
$4 View to our Good brought him hi- 
, fo he left us with a Deſign of pro- 
ing our beſt Intereſts. - And ro compleat 
racious Purpoſe, he has engage 4 co 
e a fecoiid time 19 Our & vation, i. 2. ſo- 
mnly to ad judge us to, and poſieſs us of 
„ ix. 28. This Vifon is (ir an appeinted 
„at the end it ſbul jbeak, and ſbull not 
tho it tarry, yet Joon! wy war 4 it, be- 
' Abr ſurely chme: Hab. ii. 3. But be- 


1e CO! ming of Chriſt in ris Tic. inatinn, 


all coming upon the Conſummation of 
} ugs as the Judge of Quick nd Dead, 


tures hint at another Coming ot 
Chriſt, 


, 
1 8 wt 
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Chriſt, V.. at Deach: * h: ct time, to uc 


as it overtakes, is equivalent to the Enc 
the World. Our Lord may have this 
his Thoughts, when he ſpeaks of the II. 
bolder's Return from his . and 

Bridegroom Coming; and the Apoſtle 7. 
when he ſays to the Chriſt an Hebrews, 7 
little while, aud he that ſhai! come, will 

and will not tavy ; 1 x. 37. 


Now his 7. * int mates the abun 377 


Exerciſe of his Patience towards his Cr: 
tures a Tr unn State: His torbearin: 
execute Sente feld. 7 and call them to 


an A, COT. j | [22th arfh', N. Ang 


* 8 ' 
Text may be detgin'd N =" 18 wh 


| uſually falls Gut i the Courle of th 


during ſuch an Interval. The Infirmino 
ot C. 45 wh the Inftabrhty and Unſetticc 
neſs on cri: e; tne hrit de line, the och. 


7 


7 
1 


Win! This Remark is fouraed up 


the Manner of Exp! effi! „that Writ) 
Bridegroum tarriea a. le 45 2 and / 5 

Burt it is not in nprobab le that this 7 
177 of the brid ear room is dehgn d to pot 
to Hat taey made an Coca, gon OP their 8. 
ber; or Wat proved, tliro their Abul: 
it, a powerful and too eſtectual Temp: 
K. 

I'll take ic in this light, and endes 
to account for the thing. We may 
this in the 


Iſt pi: 


, 


d * 


n. : Temptation to Security. 47 
ce, That the Matters of Reli gion 
r to be of pecuhar Slemuit) and In- 
e, while they are converted with un- 
pprehenſion of atproaching Death. 
len cannot triſie in Duty, be eaſy with 
1g, confuſed, or drowſy Spirit, 
zus 'I hougat is upon his Mind, vix. 
-arer tne End of my Horx, and as 
Reward these E Dur | ec will 1% cal- 
ublice a very ſhint while hence 
_ a. — Praiſe or Confufion, as | hed 
ey in what I have done, or attend- 
Work of the Lord mole 1th) A. 
{ypocrite, who 15 in the G Gaul of Bitter= 
ad Bond of Iniquiry, even HE wiil keep 
o Profe//ton, and abound in external Ser- 
e5, While his Mind feels the Force ot this 
ul T hy ght. Add, 
Thar this World, and the Things of 
na e a vaſt adrantage over us, when we 
that our Lord Ha, defer d his Cm- 
bat the evil Day jar from us. As 
 CeVer converſe ſo ſatel. with thing, feen 
| 1+mporal, as when we do it, perſuaded 
we ſhail quickly leave them; fo it 
g poiſDble but that they ſhould injure 
hen we have to do with them under 
zudice of this falſe Reaſoning : here 
Promiſe of his Coming? For fince the 
fell aflzep, all things vive as they 
% Beginning of the Crea:ion : 
et. ni. 4. This repreſents the Objects 
„ which 
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48 Crit“ ang ius, Serm. 
which ſurround us in a falſe Lighr, d 
them With inchanting Charms; the M4 
goes after them with a fort of reſt! ＋ 4 
fire, as if there were an Happineſs at 
found out, in what we falſely called 

to empty and vain. May not this fort. 
Preſence and Aids of that Spirit, id 
Departure, it continued, would not 6 
impoveriſh the Soul, but prove the D-t 
it? Converſing with this World as a 
ding ( #y, has a ſtupefy ing Quality in it ; 


altho' wivie we live as thoſe who are (10% 


for the Coming of the Great God our Sl < 
our Seu will proſper, and this Ear ch | © 
frodden under our Feet; yet we ſhall * 
poor Chriſtians (othful, heavy, 8 =. 


ſtians) if we ard once wrought into: 

expectancy ot the Comme of our Lord. * 
Now, is a Chriſtian thus endanger d, ll 

being thus circumſtance d ? And e 

ſlurprize us, that rhe Hypecrite, who ma; 

dure for a while, does at length wither 4: 


when he has no Root in him. =... 
3 the Application of this part ct or 
_— +, let me ſay, i © 
"What e have heard teaches us, * 
unwarrantable chat Judgi ent is, b. age 
form of a Man's ſpirituo! Efate, from , 
tew remarkable Incidents in his I ie 


Perſon: may do many geod Actions, who 
a good Man; another may be truly gr 


8... !. Temptation to Sci, wy 49 
in /ome reſpects very unlike a Chri- 
1 all We ind that Aunibriag and 1 fleeting 


es forfeit rhe Character of wiſe Virgins, 
bos againſt whom the C harge was truly 


This was an gec. dent 1 Infii miry, 


horeas for the general, their Lives were or- 


L ' according to od 's I ** Chriſt could 
1 

| k them through, and he diſcover d Fire 
2 ö der tile Aſbes; 5 (rr Art amo ſt {9 amazing 


ruptions ; and pronounces thoſe to be wiſe, 
e ſhould have ſtigmatized as joolifh 
14 2/24, Bur, remember that tins Doctrine 
"iid, it it is made either a TonPtati 

Sin, 5 ar Eucouragenent to Our being 


F | = ealy } e hene er this 1s The Cate 
9 us, it . it no hard matter to 
doe of our Condition God— ward * {uch a 
emer being the Reverſe to what he him- 

has told us is to be tound in his Chil 


Let us habituate ourfelves to the 

b uahts of £h rijt's Coniag, aS A Prefers ” 
aan furbring Chriſtianity, Flow ever 
| Morte tre m our time the Cont! lagrat not 
1 ible Frame of Nature may be, and 
{ord s coming to diſpatch the Aﬀair of 
eneral Judgment, yet this Night may 

yt Soul or mine be required at our hands ; the 

te may be nigh us, even at the Door, In a 

ment we go dewn to the Grave; and it will 

the End of the Worid to us, when we 

are 


| 


_ — — — 
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50 Chrift's tarrying, Serm 
are_gather'd to our long home, Did we i 
that our Feet flood in juch ſlippery Places, th; 
in the midſt of Life we are in Death, not 
hand's breadth berween as and the Gr: 
even While we are 7 our beſt Eſtate; 
manner of Perſons ſhould we be, in all hol. (» 
wverſation and Godlineſs ? doing whater 
hand finds to do, with-a!! our might ? le, 
ine ſudden l, he ſhould find us fleeping. 

The Fropriety and Apritude of this Mea 
is obvious upon the ſlighteſt Refle:., 
Make Conſcience of wfing it, as you w 
not, 


— „ n 


Ea.) rug a Reproach upon the Rede 
Name and f ne. Relig! ton 15 wounde.. 
the unwary and inci rcumſpedi Depor: 
of its Votaries, and if we have ingen ac 
Spirits, it will touch us to the % 
think that the good Ways of God are 
phemed upon our account. When a,, 
ſtian's Leve appears to be waxed cold, &Ä 
growing weary in well doing, Wien tnere 4 


_ — 
- - ' 
n 


Spots in his Life, who ſoould be lame -* 
harmleſs, and ſhine as a Light in the I. # : 


theſe things bring wp an evil Report © 1 
Maſter and Work he has choſen. Men 
have never experienced its Power, wil 1 * 
that there is nothing in Religion, and 6 
ſuch tire of it, who have made the ul 
Trya!; and when he comes to have Co 
ſcience thoroughly awaken'd, this will pro 


Kũ.ꝙd 


- bd 7 * 
. 2 


wad - „ — 
== © 8 
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1 


TY 
1.11. 


a Temptation to Security. 51 
che Chriſtian as an Iron that enters into his 
Guard againſt this Inconventc ence, 


nur'ag the Mind to a daily looking fur 


Fall in with this Advice, as you would 


— 


- verplex and enibaraſs your Soul-A fairs. 
giving way to as Spirit oft Slumber, you 
only injure Religion, but greatly hurt 


„be, You cannot tell where this will 


* 


9 tho of this you may be certain, it 


1 colt you very dear before you are re- 


red whence you have fallen. Tou ſhail find 
an evii thing and à bitter, that you looked 


d upon God, or eee in his Work as 


gu were to ſerve Hin- for ought. Now 
iny Man ever yet hate his own Eleſþ, aud 
ther nouriſh and cheriſh it? It you 


ouid avoid his Puniſhment, keep yourſelves 


of the ſu mbring Chriſtian's Guile ; and 


you would be innocent of this great Tranſ- 


n, accuſtom yourſelves to che Thought, 
i: the Expectation of Chriſt's coming. 


Blijjed is that Servant, whim when he comes 


"al! find in ſuch a Poſture. He will pub- 


Ki applaud his Vigilance and Fidelity; 
kc him Ruler over much, who was faithful 


. * 


26600 himielf to Libertiniſm and Exceſs, 


a 2 adjudging him to enter into his 
''s Joy, Bar if a pretended Servant of 

i ſay in his Heart, My Lord delayeth 
,oming and preſuming upon this, ſhall 


C 2 the 


1 


| 
j 
1 


52 Chriſt's tarrying, &c, Serm. 
the Levd of that Servant Hall come in m 
when he looked not for him, and in an A 

which he is not aware of, and ſhall cut 
ſunder, appointing him his Portion with th. HY 
pocrites, there ſpall be weeping and gnaſy.; (ll 


by 


Teeth, © 


F 

2 
2 
| 

! 
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SERMON III. 
wa we Think not, the Lord 


cometh. 
Ie O U have ſeen, that the Pre- 
5 ſence of Sin may conſiſt with 


the Truth of Grace; that the 
wiſe Virgins have their flumbring 
Seaſons as well as the fooliſh ; 

at the Bridegroom s tarrying is ohuſed 


UL &f0S 
c 


oth by the one and t' other, as an Occaſion 
. ad Temptation to this particular Sin. 


i heſe Heads comprehend all we aim'd 


under the 


11d Prop. 

| 
\\'e go on to the | 

{114 Prop. mention'd from theſe Words, 

mich was this, viz. That Chriſt often 

vines to our particular Judgment, at the 

e Wherein he was leaſt looked for. 
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54 ben we think not, Sern.il 

I gather this from what occurs in th 
Verſe of this Chapter, where the 0! 
are theſe, viz. At MipNlchr there 


Cry made, Behold the Bridegroom conteth ! |: 


out tv meet him. 

It is plain that our Lord purfues the? 
luſion to the Jewiſh Cuſtom in their M. 
riages, of which I took notice When * 
firſt enter'd upon this Parable. The Bug 


ele& continued in her Father's Houſe, 1, 
made not the leaſt Advance toward 
Spouſe ; this would have been reckor.. MF - 
indecent Forwardneſs, and a Forfeiture WF * 
the Woman's Modelty : but upon rot RR: 
given of his Approach, the Virgins » 


ere in waiting, went forth with WP": 
Lamps, to conduct him to the Houſe, d 
ſhe expected his Arrival. He came <a; ws 
the Night, but we are told that iu d | 
caſe the uſual time was paſs'd, all Thougl + 
of his coming at an end; they indulac at 
ſlumber and fleep, and at this very junctu _ 
are rouzed with the Cry, Behold the Hi * 
groom cometh ! At Midnisht, when thev .. 
done watching and expecting, conclc. <* 
that they might ſately venture to flee: cic 
and take their Reſt; in the Hour of whic. '/ - n 


thought not, he cometh, | 
Some will have the Coming of Chrift, K } us 
is here ſpoken of, to be his Appearanc- lt 
the laſt Judgment. "T ney make this HY 
Cry to be the Alarm that ſhall be gigen 


erm. III. the Lord cometh. 55 
be Voice F an Archangel, and the Trump of 
o, tor ſuch as are in their (raves to come 
Referring to that Deſcription ot the 
poſtle Paul, 2 hich he gives! Theſl. iv. 16. 
Knitting this Patſage to be capable of ſuch 
S ;rerpretation, yet it br reaks not in upon 
ur Lord's Delign, to ſuppoſe that he points 
i theſe words at his coming in the Article 
f Death, to end our Tryal State, and en- 
Jer us into the World of OY and 


— 


dercard, His coming to us at Death, is in 
great meaſure qu vient to his com * at 
ſalgment; for then are we happy or miſe- 


able, 1 to the different Qualities 
$i our paſt Actions in Life, tho at Judgment 
ur State is publiekly and unchangeably / xed, 
nd we ſhall experience an Eucreaſe ot Plea- 
re or Pain upon the Reſurrection of the 
ody: fo that nothing does forbid our at- 
ending to our Saviour's Words, as looking 
i way in the Purport and intendment of 
ein: I mean to his coming by Death to 
ur particular Judgment. 
That this particular Judgment is no far- 
er off chan the time of our Death, is ſut- 
Ficicntly intimated, when the Scriptures 
nention our being preſent with the Lord, as 
her is immediately the Chriſtian s Cale up- 


1 his being abſent from the Body ; and add 


's lifting up his Eve: in Hell, as what immedi- 
followed upon the wicked Man's Death. 


, "I nDArE-2 > Coy. v. 8. with Luke XV!, 2 22, 23. 


56 hen we think not, Serm. || 


C 


{ Mall therefore purſue hi as the 8. 
contained in this part of the Para! 


That Chriſt often comes by Dearh eo 


particular Ja. wment, when We are 
thoughtful ot his coming. 


In protecuring which, we will attend 


this Method : 


Fi-ft, Endeavour to ſuptort this Ren 


by ſhewing you what Foundation it }:; 
the Scripitires. 

Seconaly, Enquire whence it comes co 
that Unthoughtfulneſs of Death is fo ; 
ral a Failing. 

Thirdly, Expoſe the Folly of grov 
thoughtleſs and ſecure in this Inſtance. 

We will then improve this part o. 
Subject in a practical way. 


Firſt, IJ am to juſtify this Remark, 
ſhew! ng 3 you v bat Foundation it has in 
viz. That Chriſt uſual 
= gore us to an account, When 


Holy Scriptures, 
Conies 


lealt expected his Com)! g. I do not 


that ai are {urprized, out of Ti ny, into 3 
Paul had learnt to die daily, 1“ 


ternity. 
31. and many have — atta 


what Peter 7eco mmende, 4 10 the Chriſt: a! 3 | 


Th day, lived in all heir C onverſation and 


lineſs, locking for, and haſting unto the Comm 


of the Day of God, > Pet. iii 4% 1. 


only ſay that it is common for Men to 
»1lla 
C.ilith 


I 


rm, III. the Lord cometh. 57 
ed to die, when they are pleaſing them- 
es with the Proſpect. of a long Life. A 
$i fariicutar Exceptions endanger not the 
mth of this genera! Objervation. 
How abundantly does our Lord himſelf 
bort this, when he ſays, 4; the Days of 
toah were, ja ſhall alſo the coming of the Son 
Man be. For as in the Days of Noah which 
og before the Food, the Deere eatng and 
Vinting, marrying and giving in Marriage, 
1/ the Da; thot Noah entred into the Ark, 
id KNEW NOT until the Food came and took 
bm el, away; jo ſhall alſo the coming «f the 
' of Mau be; Mat. xxiv. 37, 38, 39. At 
£ 434d Verſe of the ſame Chapter he com- 
Nest to the Thief's coming in a Much 9 
Nizhe, in which the ocod Man of the Houſe 


is . 
acht himſelf ſecure; of which he x NEM 
And (not to multiply Quetarions) 
„„ Lord elſeuhere afterts, that this Day 
ene upon Meu ur awaRes, aud that as A 
n it ſhal come on all them who dwell on the 
\c a e Earth; Luke xxi. 34, 35. The 
v would not be taken in the mare, did 
„ene it, and /ook for it; but is then en- 
gled, When leaſt apprehenſive ot Dan- 

; —_—_ 
C lou will object (perhaps) that theſe Pal- 
. = refer to the general judgment, and ſo 


\ 
.- 
o 


e not properly advanced in the prefen 

e. AS to this, let me ſay, that they 
beld good when apphy d to Chriſt's 
C5 coming 


2  'V - — — 3 — — — 
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58 Men we think not, Serm. 1c: 
coming to our particular Judgment, as 
as when ſuppoſed to reſpect the laſt ad 
neral one; otherwiſe the Parable of MS: : 
fooliſh rich Man in the Goſpel is wrong 
as to the very Scope and Defign ot it. I 
repeat as much of that Parable, as is eg. 
ful to our purpoſe. This, it ſeems, v: ſc 
the Reſolution taken by that ſtupid Wor WE "br 
ling, I wil ſay to my Soul, Soul, thou VA,) 
Goods laid up for many Years, take thine s. 
eat, drink, and be merry; but God faid t ane 
Thou Foot, this Nictt thy Soul ſhall + l. 
quired of thee ; Luke xii. 19, 20. 9. d. 
art providing for Futurity, and becanic tt t. 
Eſtate may hold out for many Tears RG or 
art Fool enough to imagine that Death g 
be at a vaſt diſtance; but you may ne" «: 8." 
nearer dying, than when the Grave 1s mp 
out of fight: "This is thy Caſe, for ggg 
talk of living and rioting for I. 
come, Whereas this Ntcur you ſpal di | 
Certainly when we are commande« a 
warch, and wait for his coming, this can rþ1 
no other than Chriſt's coming by Daa. ane 
and yet this is urged upon us frequent vel 
Scripture from that Conſideration, wh'F 4 
amounts to all we aſſert, viz, Chriſt's © 
(in this way) at a Day and Hour we e 
not for ſee Mat. xxiv. 42. Mark xiii. 35, 
37. Why is this Doctrine carry'd th N 
v 


Goſpel ? the ſame Caſe ſtated over anc 9! 
again, it this were not Fact? one © / 


BOrtai: 
4 = 
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ee to be ſet right about ? tho a Truth 
i Sch our Minds do not without Hic 
wonder the Force and Influence of? 

b 

1.10 $:--94/y, Let us now enquire whence it 
6 Worics to paſs, that Unthoughrjulnejs of Death 
„bo ocneral a Failing ; and the coming of 
or hrilt at a time in which we looked not 
r His coming can never be unſafe to 


gracious Perſon, tho in ſome Circum- 

ances it may be leſs agreeable than in others. 

F/:4itu2] Preparation they have, when born of 
and upon their believing, are included 
| that Covenant, which makes their Salva- 
on abſolutely fafe. Bur he muſt be actuali 
cady, who would fing of Victory in the laſt 
- 01:91 &t, and rejoice upon his fiading the Grave. 
me dong other things which make up this 
„Preparation, a lively and affecting Pro- 
$ | Wc of Chriſt's coming, and a patient waiting 
it, are no {mall Ingredients. We do not 
an therefore, when we ſpeak of Chriſt's 
ing us by Death, that this is ever 
de ſo as to put a regenerated Perſon's 
NMelrbeing for Eternity into the leaſt ha- 
but when he comer, and not Hroked for, 
an may want Llete in his Death, and 
is in the way of being irrecoverably 


F - 
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Paceed to ſhew you what account may 
gen of the Keaſons of ſo general an 
Inta- 


5 

— 

= 
1 


vow the Cafe being Gated in this light, _ 
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in it ungrateful and ſhocking to Nacho 


Go hen we think not, Serm, Il 
Infatuation: That tho the Living kno: 1}; 
they muſt die, yet it's ſo common boch r 
good Men and bad, to indulge to a For; 
julneſs of their great Change. And, 
1/t, There is a natural Deſi ire of Life that; 
a part of our Conſtitution in good Ale 
and bad; this hinders us as to a ſeri» 
prevailing Expectancy of Chriſt's coming. Dez: 
conſider 'd as the Diſt 1111108 of the prete { 
Frame, as the divorcing two ſuch Intimates 
as Soul and Body, as /caving what we 
and have long pleaſurably enjoy d, ro a 
into an unſeen eternal World, has ſome 


Where that Faith is ſtrong, which is the / 
dence I unſeen things, there may remain |: 
fort of a Diſſile of Death; and in propor 
tion to the Heaknefs of this Faith, we 
keel ſtill more of the Force of this univ) 
Law. Our incarnate Redeemer was d 
without ſome ſeeming Abliorrency of D-at 
as an Enemy to Naure, tho his Human 
jelds to the Divine, conſidering it as 4# 
ceſſary Act of Obedience, and eflential: 
Diſcharge of the Mediatorie! Chara 
Now, we do not frequently, and of chu ©: 
converſe with what has ſomewhat fo 
agreeable to us in it, conſidering us 
the Power of this univerſal Law 97 * 
Grace does regulate and improve, bu: 
does not deſtroy Nature. By begecting » 
the Ar of a better Life, it contribute: . 
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ards the weaning us from this; but ſtill, 
le we are in the Body, we ſha!l expe- 
-nce this among other Inconveniences of 
; imbody'd Eſtate, viz. we ſhall find it 
d to keep ourſelves in a lively, cheartul, 
ſtant Expectation oi what is, and will be 
ented as a fore Tryal to Fleſh and Blood. 

** are in danger, 

Of accounting theſe Thoughts need- 
while in an eftabliſh'd and lourifhing 
ite of Health. No Man can be ſo aban- 
nd, as to conclude that he is mmortal, 
ecaule as yet he feels nor the Pang, and 
onics, which are the Harbingers of Death; 
beſt are too prone to think that 
Jeath is at a diſtauce, wile they neither 
nor tee! any thing like the Foreruaners of 
at laft Enemy. Vils heir Breafts ave * 
1 ond their Bon 0 f Maron , r £0 

to their Labour as Giants ofrefbed with 
%o {alt an Enjoyment of Life, ſets 
above any Apprehenſions of Death. 
leaſt, tho they may believe that they 
die, yet they conclude that there are 
grage between chem, aud the Houſe 
d jor all the Living. 'The Wiſe Man 
nes the Force of this Temptation, 
Works, and t. 0 often prone tuis way, 
a ne ſays in a Say upon ſuch Indifcre- 
Rejoice, O young Manu, in thy Jour h, let 
1. rt cheer thee 1 the Days of thy Touth ; 

% the avs 9 tne Heart, aud in the 
Sight 


more or leis inſnared by the ſame errone 
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Sight of thine Eyes: but know thou, that 6 
all theſe things God wil! bring thee into © 
ment, Eccleſ. xi. 9. 4. d. Tho you may a 
low that grey Hairs and the Grave ſhould 
well acquainted, that are in a conſt 
Nearneſs to one another; yet you reck 
that Tourh and Judgment may be leſ n. 
mate: as if there were ſuch as a cer; 
Length to be run, before you could 
the Grave. And who of us has not bes 


way of Thinking ? in the Prime and 
gour of Life, thought it a ſort of J, 
Rence to converſe with a N mding-Sheet 
dwell among the Ruins of a Grave ? 

2. As the natural Deſire fof Lif: imp 
ed in each of us, makes the Th. wg 
Death appear improper in the Time of H 
ſo it makes it unt leaſant on a Bed of * 
ing. They who have learned to be! 
that ou Lif e 1s but a Vapour, and that. 
are err 0 d as eafily as the Moth, will 
leſs difficult to bear in Fuct, w hat they | ha 
often fuffer'd in Speculation 3 deliberate! 
ſeriouſly, and of choice, done fo. Bu! 
good Man, little uted to this menrai £ 
verſe with the Grave, will be apt 6 
into it with Relut lancy, when brought n 
in view. Inſtead of Paul's Defire to b 
chuſe pious David's Prayer, O ſpare nie, 
1 may recover Strength, before I go hen 
be no more; Plal. xxxix. 13, We bern 


times ſeen this Defire of Life expreſs it- 
'f even where the Hopes of Life have been 
len away; and the Chriſtian brought, with 
eme Difficulty, to entertain the Sentence 
Death in himſelf. 

Now, does not this account in ſome mea- 
ne tor Chriſt's coming, when we leaſt ex- 
ait? In Zealth the "I hought has ap- 
nocd improper, in Sickneſs unpleaſant ; we 
e unwilling to believe what we wiſh to 
c untrue, and ſo may be tempted to build 
don Life, till the Arrow ſtrikes us thro the 


Ts, 
* . 


4h. There is ſomeching in the Texture 

ur Natures, which makes chem capable 
* Imprefhions from what's preſent and fen- 
do the prejudice of tuch an Expectaucy 
Cbriſt, as is our Duty. They came not 
gut of che hands of God, he made them 
I /i7/t; bur ever fince we fell from him, 
ere has been a «eaving to the Creature, 
ch, like a fort of Contagion, has infected 
- whole human Race Chriſt came into 
World, as the Reſtorer of the Apoſta- 
ad with a particular View to the 
Fuging us back again, from the Creature, 
, Where his Grace has favingly ap- 
ended any, this Deſign of his Incarna- 
iin part accompliſhed to them; the 
eam of their Affections is alter'd, and 
ey are renew'd in the Spirit of their Minds, 
how :nany Eccentrical Motions, to let 
them 
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d rich Man; his Abundance greatly 
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them know, that what is perfect i 
come? 

Whatever are their Circumſtances in [+ 
they will ſhew, at ſome time or other, 
they are not thoroughly cured of this de 
and hereditary Illneſs. For, 

(I.) The Afluence of this World's Gon 
often betrays us into an Unacquair „ 
with Death and the Grave. The _ 
did not ſay, Soul take = Eaſe, induigc t 
Pleaſure, * all Thoughts of D. 
live merrily for Years to come, until hc 


creaſed, that he kicw not wheye to beſts 
Goods, The more delightful his Circ 
ſtances, the greater his Unwill; ingne!s t 
leave ſuch a goodly Heritage; and ſo 
was he, as to reckon upon it, that becaul: 
he could not be quickly brought to a lu 
of Death, he ſhould not be ſuddenly 4 
ſturbed by it. If a proſper 25 State were da 
attended witch tbc c 7. mptarions, lar 
would not have carry d the point fo ay, 
to pronounce it next to impoſſible tor 4 
_ to enter into the Kinga 4 of Flz AVE, F 
x. 24. Nor had Ag s Wiſh ange 
10 great Wikdom, when he preters Fc; 
venient to the moſt 8 Fullne(s, Pr, 805 
xxx. 8. How many Fools, 2. e Sinners, n. 
Proſperity deſtroy d ? It =, turniſh'd MM. | 
ſuch a Variery of Amuſements to enge, d 
the Mind, that no Time or Place have red 


- 
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tor thoſe Thoughts, that have been of 
molt important nature. The) ſuppoſed 
true Mountain ſhou! d nevr be moved, 
h Hood firm tor the pretent ; and while 
have been building Tabernacle: here, as 
ö ty 1 AA kad Foundations, nave » {een the 
Ae upon the Mull; regardleſs of 
Fach, till actually under his Arreſt. And 
e OT good Men ſheun rhe Cy rruption of 
Natures, When raiſed tot ole Heig guts 
ere but few can maintain their ſtaudin pg? 
have grown indolent, When their Si- 
ion Eaſy Settled en their Lees. When Fey 
% Cranges 3 ard got the Spirit of the 
lo, Wit 55 its Plenty. 
hee things engage the Mind, they are 
— arc preſent, we ſee. them, taſte 
n, handle them; and how often have 
ade things infinitely greater and bet- 
abate as to their Worth and Importance, 
as in, E, arft ant, and futur eff 
don this as one of the moſt dange- 
dnares in a proſperous Orcumſtance, 
5 apt to make us orgy that We are 
g Creatures ; and as this Thought, While 
ommands the Mind, will invigorate our 
wer it will be lame and defettive, in 
"run as our Minds ceale to be under 
| con of this Thought, But, 
A " able and Diſatvpuiatments in the 
d ace improved by Satan and our own 
Hearts, to keep us Strangers to h- 
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ing Work. Our Saviour tells us thus my 
when, Luke xx1. 34. he ſays, Take 
yourſets ves, tiff at any time your Heart: + 1: 
charged with Surfeitive, and Drunken: 
the Cares 0 this Life, OPER? anx10us 
plexing, diſtracting Cares) and fo 

come upon you u. it ſeems, 
Lord's Caution directed to his 06% Let, 
good Men are not out of danger of S 
in a /ofr and eaſy way of Life; or of ce 
Slicirude about wor! Idly things, WI. 
are kept with a ſtreighrer hand. And 
obvious from this Paſlage, That inter 
rate Carc about getting Or keeÞing the 

as much unfics us for qh ing . ike CH 

an intemperate E mioy meu ir. . 25 
Thoug/ tfuluefs for tie Morr * that 18 . 
raged by . Religion, that interjeres not W! 
Chriſtian C aracter, no, it rather 1 
and recommends it ; but to give a pr 
Meaſure of Heed and Attention to th: 
thin gs, to ar od che two criminal Extre 
here's the grand Difficulty. Says 2 
Man, If God bleſs me to recover fro : 
preſent Streights, and again brings mn ? 
into a plain Path, 1 hope I ſhall fer 
with lets Diſtrattion ; bur at preſent, a Mc: 
about the World, which J cannot hi. 5 


off, follows me whitherſovver 1 go, am es. 
gles itſelf with all the Actions of mv 19+: 
Satan works upon the Corruption of "Wt nj; 


ing 
STE” 


Natures, by the preſent Poſture of . 


erm. III. the Lord cometh. 67 


d does he not ſucceed, to the keeping the 
[ind 1N a continued Hn y about more 1 
uf and comfortable Life, dil rhe Thought 


17 is, by degrees, worn out of the 


11 as cho Poverty had made Men im- | 
ioo be, that the Afiuence of this World | 
In the Mind into an Unthovphttulneſs 
Death; _ Streizhts and Diffi ulries ſo buſy 
ar a Supply, that it's as much in 
L F torgert: ng the one thing necdful 
W. * There is no Circumſtance of 
nich furniſhes nor Avocations from 
Poir 7 t, ond does not hel ip to betray us 
| art zmindfulneſs of Chriſt's Coming. And 
us tar (you know) we are wrought ino 
/3:neſs tor being found of him in peace. 
vel, having proved that Chriſt uſually 
Wes when we leaſt looked for his Coming, 
dagen you ſome general Account whence 
that this happens to be ſo; I am now, 


[virdly, To expoſe the Folly of this Con- 
t, upon whomſoever it is chargeable. 
us Point will be quickly ilued, it you 
admit the Particulars which follow. 
N as, 
. Death is nor leſs certain, or leſs near, 
your forgetting that you are dying Crea- 
Were it only a poſſible thing that 
might die, 1t would ſhew Weakneſs to 


1 ook an Event fo very momentous, tho 
barely 


68 hen we think net, Ser. 
barely poſſible. Allowing it to be 
the Folly is aggravated. But can it o, . 
than don nrignt Macneſs, to live tho! 
of Death, when it is certain that we my 
die? When there is an un aleratile Star 
of Heaven, by whick this is appoiried 
all Men? Heb. ix. 27. Were our Deaf 
ed upon the Revolution of ſo many . 
would be leſs a Forfeiture of our V 
tho it abude not continually wor the | 
nations of the Thoughts of our Hearts. 
there fo many Preliminaries to be os 
betore which ir could not make the / 
Notice of which was to be given 10 
this would abate the Vudiſcretion, tho v 
ſometimes diſcharge that painful T ©: 
from our Minds; But may my next Pre 
be my laſt? Chriſt come without tes 
amble ? and ſtrike me into the Grass 
I thought myſelf turtheſt from it 
Folly then that will admit no Alle. 
if I live as if that would not reach ne 
Tear, that may overtake me in a . 
and ſettle my Soul's State for Eternits. + 
2. Tho Death is neither leſs c 
wear, by forgetting it, yet it may here"! 


leſs ſafe and comfortable, All Repeut: 


which is fincere and hearty, is javins : "hs: 
we cannot ſay that all late Repentzic! == 
fincere, The fooliſh Virgins were for a 
their Lamps, when they heard tl: ii 
Bridegroum was come ; every poor Wet 
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diriels, when he ſees himſelf about ro 
war before God : but my Text tells us, 
: thoſe unhappy Creatures, whom we 
| in {uch an hurry to fer themſelves off as 
it's [iends, were ſput aut, and publickly 
Wow by him. To how plain a hazard 
they puc their eter.al Safety, who leave 
Work of making their Peace with God 
Death-Bed? i. e. put it off till they 
e thing elſe ro do? when many have 
rce time to fay Lord ſave me, between 
nd Death? How weak, to lay a Scheme, 
off a Soul, and Eternity: upon it, W hen 

06 is are more than ten thouſand to 
whether ever it will bear? To build 
ir Hopes upon what is co be done when 
come to die; whereas, beſides that we 
V's NOT w nether we ſhall have the Exer- 
of þ Reaſon upon a ſick Bed, and are 
1 loſs aſſured of the Spirit's Afſiſtauce to 
uin us the Repentance and Faith, with- 


YM which we cannot be ſaw d: there 
ide nothing new in the Caſe, ſuppo- 
1 that we perceived not that we were 

el tl in the Arms of Death. I obſerv'd 
e, chat 2 Chriſtian's Safety is not in- 
hr tho his Lord ſhould come, when he 

wr fo him ; but how great the Diffe- 
nge ween dying in %, 2 dying 

at | od That _ Man, who ſhal! 
etch ir the Firmament of God for ever, may 


nave 


r doing his beſt to get into ſome ſort of 
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70 ben we think nor, Ser li 
have died in a Cloud ; not having Hun 
own Safety, miſs'd all the inward Pc + 
Joy, which ſhould have fill'd his Mind. l 
he attain'd to a full Aſſurance of Her- 
End. And how wrong to rob oe 
ſuch choice Cordials, in ſuch a time 
How injurious to Religion, which 1t 
Duty to recommend both in Le. 
Death? At that time the deareſt 
will fail; ay, our Heart and Flſh +, 

and he or, y lays up a Stock of ing | 
forts againſt that dying Time, whoſe } 
a continued Waiting i that — 
Nie. 


Let us briefiy apply this part of. 
ject. 

rſt, From tie Scope of this Dise 
'ris natural to obſerve the Degezera') «| 
man Nature, in our being ſhy ot chr 
with Death, when fo encouraged to 
an Acquaintance. It dying, there 
nothing but a feartul looking for Vengen, 
fiery Indignatien, and atter we had diſche 
the "I ribute we owe to Death nato, 
us the ſeccud Death did receive Power ; 
being now but the Beginning of Sur; 
wonder it Horror ſeized us upon 
ſpe& of the G! rave. But can we rem ene 
that Life and Immortality are brought '' 
thac Chriſt has deſtray'd him who had 
of Death, to releaſe from their Bund 7! 


ar of Death were ſub ect to it? Can 
ſee the laſt Exemy diſarm'd, the Grave 
ch as a Place of Reſt to our weary Bo- 
ad OUT dying but our paſſing from 
Wädernets into the promiſed Land ? 
ju ſtifiable now our Averſion to the 
cughts s of dying? In this amiable Light 
Scriptures ler off the Chriſtian's Cir- 
dees; What a Mixture of Fely and 
n in this affected Strangeneſs? We 
eſteem that to be the Day of e 
'ncj» of our Hearts, which is the Day «f 

e 7037 from a Bc dy of Sin and Dent! 
| 10 Cx PET tne Apprc ach of that 

which we thall be able to 

che Enemies thou ſeeſt today, thou 

e tor ever. When Sanctiica- 
Mall be compleated, all the annoying 
ts and Conſequences ot Sin be no more; 
ie of your Death, Curiſtian, is ius 
py Pe nods : is it not a Reproack to your 
racter tlie * that VOUr Lord folkd COMME 
/ookew not for him“ What, is Earth 
and natural Lite, that the Thought 
ning them is grievous, when this ſhall 
upon it? How little Agreement be- 
ch a Pirit as this, and the Name 

s named upon you? 

4, You fee the true Reaton why Reli- 


4. 


1510 11ttle recommended by the Death of 


p t as pr. eſs it. Ir is not peculiar to the 
reis Abd to avoid Familiarity 
A With 
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72 en we think not, 8. 


with the Grave; this Weakneſe 
in common with the Children of Ligh: 
pity, that when Religion has provicec! 
turning the Serpent into a Rod, aud 
dow of Death inte the Morning, 1ts \ oy 
fhould ftili remain liable to this 1 
yet it's but too certain, that in 
Article we ſee little to diſtin guiſh : 
crores from the vile How few decl: 
to the World in their daily Walk, 
are looking for another, a better, cve; 
venly Country)? That they judge the! 
to be but Pilgrims and Strangers on 
Were all theory Father; 4 How {ow x 
the Reverſe is not applicable, 
keeping this in remembrance, th. 
were ſhortly te put off thoſe Ta 
3 can it be expected that = ſl 
finiſh their Comrſe with Joy, and 1 
Acts exemplity the Gain of | Godline! 
Death rather breaks in upon unawy 
meets after a long and regular F 
of its coming? Here is the Reaton | 
the Name and Caule of God have r 
Honour effected upon them by / 
his Saints, viz, the Grave is out 
dying WW ork fo orgotten, and in an +: 
they lothed not ſor it, their Lord cones, 
zh, As you walk every day, Ci! 
upon the Brink of Erernity, live in 
daily Expectation of Death. Lan js! 
beit way to enjoy Lite while it la 


1m. III. the Lord cometh. 73 
antagiouſſy to meet Death whenever it 
nes. Endeavour to get above ail anxious 
ot Life, and laviſh Fears of Death; 
ut / ing can harm yeu, if you are thus the 
uerg of that which is good. By your mode 
„ to all things under the Sun, ſhew 
| :U belleve tte Ls Fl 15 at haacd. 8 
luſtuence which this will have upon the 
cence and Fruittulneſs ot Life, you 
then ſay, with your dying wreath, J 
hat it thts Houſe of mny Taber 
; earthly were di old; I bave a Build- 
f Ged, an FHouje not made with Hands | 
iin the Head 516 that when this ſhall | 
{ (rad be received into everlaſting Ha- 
. Happy the Perſon who is in juch a | 
We k the perſe Nun, behold the up- | 
* End « 1 that Man is Peace. May 
God who has directed our Hearts into 
La, direct us thro' the whole of Life, 
ud a patient looking for Chriff, 


As Death leaves us, Tudg 1 


fnds us. 


. 2 conſider'd Unt/ 


neſs of Death, as a gener 


upon both wife and J 
gins. Have examined into the G11 44 
Reaſons of the Caſe ; ſhewing you 
Weakneſs and Fully of indulging a Pocge 
neſs of this nature. 


We come now to treat of 


IV. Prop. That it will fare wirh v 


Eternity, according to the State aud 
tion Chriſt finds us in at his COM; 
offers it{eit trom the ſe Parts of the 
where e it 8 ob er; 'd that fuch as Wert 


entred in to the Marriage ; and ſuch win 
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. As Death | LEAVES US) Tc. 75 


144 


ng wund w#aprepar d to meet him, Were 


— F 0141 for ever. 

IN * be "lh .. 7 

Al The wife Man ſays, if the Tree fall to- 
RN 


South vr toward the Nerth, in the 
where the Tree falleth, there it ſhall be; 
. 31, 1% Remark will hold, as to 
ſalling by th je ſtroke of Death, It we 
4 the Lord, we ſhall be for ever with 

it Chifaren of Wrath, this [7/-ath hail 


, g 
af #511 
„ 


[i 4 


; a State of Trial While u upon Earth 
difcharg'd from the Body, 4 Grin 
het more to de or bear as a neceſſary 
arative for Glory; or a Sinner put un- 
'reſh Diſpentation of the Grace of 
d. The Doctrine of Purgatory is a 
tu! Artifice, but the Cheat would 
er have taken, had not Men been firſt 
geht that Ignorance of the Bible was a 
47 and that he had the moſt Chriſtian 
it, who prelum'd not to examine any 
Article that carry'd the Impreſſion of 
/auible Church. It otters maniſeſt Vi- 
to this divine Revelation, and finks 
| C edit of our Redtemer's mediatory Ser- 
but While thoſe mercenary Men 
<oney by her Shrines, they will keep 
-ry, Great is Diana of the Epheſians ! 
le >criptures tells us, at there is mo 
„ u Device, nor Rurwledoe, nor Miſdont 
© Grave, whither ue go; Eccl. ix. 10. 
© Wer the Duſt returns to its Duft as it 
D 3 Was 


en us for ever. We are not * 


DE en — 
— . 


76 2 Death leaves us, Ser.]. 
was, the Spirit ſall return to God who 1:15 1 
Eccl. xii. wa The Soul of the pon: 


'Tinet was receiv'd to Paradiſe, th: % ; 
day of its diſunion from his crucity | / | 
and we are taught to believe, that tler M 
no intermediate Space between: . 
Man“ dying, and his lifting HP his Zn Lo 
geil. Torments. So that altho' Death 
introduce all upon whom it patlcs 1 -- 
very difterent Circumſtances of Har in; 


or Miſery, to what they were in bet 
et this is always agreeable co the 5 
It finds them in: of winch, when © . 
has brought forth, and the Sentence i. | | 
there is no more Poſſioility of Change 

We laid this down as a Princi; 
many things in a Parable are inten 
to add to its Beauty, and that it is [11th 
in our Interpretations, to attend its &, 
but the Remark now made, enters 
very Subſtance and D:/ign of this 4 
For if this Part be look'd upon az w 
Flouriſp, it will be hard to prog 
the Parable is inſtituted with an 
to our IJuſtruci ion 


». 


In this Diſcourſe we may enqu.”? 
Firſt. Into the Account our Lot: | 
of their Happineſs, whom he thall nd 
at his coming. It's ſaid that they t 1 
him to the Marriage, aud the Dov: WT | 


er IV. Jud ment finds us. 77 
04/ly, Wherein this Readineſs conſiſts. 
s Readineſs to meer Chriſt at Death, 


1 4 enter upon rhe Poſleſſion of this Hap- 
5 „ I'll ſhew you how warrantav!y 
el le 08) look tor this Happinels, Wi en 
bus di pos“ d and prepar'd tor the Enjoy- 

ul t 1t. 
e Wav will then be clear'd to a 
8 actical Application of this Part of the 

cf AE! 

| „. We are to ſee _ this Happieſs 
U wtans in it, which our Lord appro- 
ates to ſuch whom his 5 coming hall 
ma r dy. He ſays, they that are ready 
im to the Marriage, and the Door 
| And now, who would not die be 
10 the Righteous, amd have their latter 
N is? How bright the Scene which 
dens to our View ? How delightful ! 
; "of Glory! In the Article of Conver- 
i „there is a kind of Marriage-Covenant 
ences between God and the Soul. 
1entions, with pleature, /e Kindnejs 


7 Foutr, and Love 07 thet; Eſponſal » 
i. 2. And to ſhew that the Choice 
ciprocal, leaves this on record as what 
on hi; part, I will BrrxoTn thee 
for ever; yea, T will BErxoru thee un- 

D 3 2 
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78 AChriffian dies in the Lord, cf. 


to me in Righteouſneſs, and in Judo, © 


in Loving-Xiudneſ:, and in Mercies 125 
even BETROTH * unto me in Fur. 
aud they ſpalt know the Tord. Kn. 

thy K Reazemer is thy Huiband : the Lord 

is bis Name, Hol. ii. 19, 20. Me 
quently find God ett; vg himſelf forth 
the SCriprures, as ſtanding in this Be 
to his People. Accordingly the Apo, (tle 


addreſtes the believing Corinthians un ot 


Strain: J have eſpouſed jo to one Hv 
that A preſent you as a chaſte | 
Cirift; 2 Cor. xi. 2. The ſolemnizin 


Marriage Rites (you ice) is reſery A fo 


arrival at a —— World. And * 
us, that a Voice from the excellent Gl 
ſured him of its Conſummation, up 


getting fate to Heaven: his Wo 


theſe; I heard, as it were, the Voice v1 
Multitude, ſaying, Hallelujah let 1. 
and reſoice, and gi ve Honour to God. 


MarktlaG, & the Lamb i; come, and / 
has made he 7] ready. Bleſſed are ti 
Are Ci. ed Tt) { Mary 7 we - 7 TW 0 t/ n. 


Rev. xix. 6, 3 9. Our Lord chuſes t. 
preſent in my Text, the Bleſſed 
the Righecous after death, in this art! 
Light. 


The Account he gives of this 


contains in it the Particulars that 


viz. The Magnificence chat ihall 


their Entertainment i in Heaven. The 


. OE —_ — — — 


v. and 15 erer with bin 79 


a 1 8 "RIM" vo | : __ 
erect Joys, which they ſhall there 


„: And the immortal Nature Of their 
} 1 " : 4 . i 73 * 3 

Which is not only: 7. beyond 

: : 5 3 thy Fs : ” vw ; D . 

but durable without tha, | he tuo 


3 
re included it t 
with him to the Maurriage: the lalt 1s 


© * 


* [ - ""y 8 * 
ne Notloh ot their g0- 


ted at, when we are told that the Mor 


rt 
| (put 

. he Happineſs cf the Saints in Hea- 

. . s repreſented as m i lend and 
& 2 * 4 

aruificent, when ſet forth under the allu- 

of their going in to the Variage. 

| hen ever the ; Scriptures ntroduce the 

roll ention of the City of cr God, they ſpeak 

. cies things ber, Pl. Ixxxvii. 3. How 


i pompous the Portraiture given by St. 
„5, when he fays, the C 15 ef | ture Gold, 
he 19 clear Glaſs ; the Lui Ling ＋ the Tall of 
Jalter, irs Fourdation gar niſo 'd with all man- 
precious _—_ the rwelyve Gates, twelve 
% The St of the City pure Gold, a 
were, ——_— Clas. | 1 xxi. from 
Sth. Theſe ber- 41 Pitt s are deſign'd 

s s. in the Mind, the moſt loft; Con- 
14 ceptions of the Bleflednets Of t "2 Chi arch of 
| e firſt born, whoſe Names are written in 
* LE Accord ngly, in proportion to the 
Grandure of the Place, its Entortaiuments are 

(19 d AS c lendid tO a degree. Wat 

ie can be aimd. at, when their Felicity 
e decipher'd, by an exceeding and 
8 4c 177 Fig of Glory? their fitting upon 


D w Th ches? 


do AChriftian dies in the Lord, Sc 
Thrones? their receiving an ico 

C; gown, ant (1 bx in 4 dim Wi 1: 55 CH be f i 
their being X 2 and P, tefts te © 11 
Wer? {cu fee that their Happingt 4 
oft Dy rin, taken trom theſe ; 
which, among Men, are molt apr ts {r 
preſs the Mind with a pleaſing Nn der 
The Things , which, we conceive o 
the Quinteilence and Perfection of wor! 
Glory. And mult it not be to fe 
againſt any low Thoughts of this 
ſlate, that it's ſaid, Eye hath not ſeen 1 
thing rhat comes up to it? Thar it ca 
not be parallel 'd by any thing that ! 
has beard? That "Thought itſelf Cl 
reach the Majeſty 2 the Subject? 1 
has not entred into the Heart of Man 20 (0h 
cerve, what God has laid up for ſuch as is. 
him, 

And how properly is the Alluſi- 
my Text made uſe ot, for anſwerin tit 
ſame Deſign? Ar a Marriage-Sole mt 
all rnings are extraordinary grand: h 
it's a King, who enters into this new fe 
lation, what Splendor, and Maguficer, 4. 
tend the Nuptials? And ſince, in Ficave! 
our Maker becomes our Husband, ma, | 
Glorification of the Juſt is called 
in with hin: to the Markiace : we d 
rake the Idea that's deſign'd to be cor. 
to us by this Figure, till we conce!' 


r \ 


** 
! 
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mewhat Auguſt, Pompous, Majeſtick, in the 
fediiets of rhe Saints above. 
adh, Entring with him into the Mas iage, 
\ructs us further, of the unutterable Foy 
| ſoa l be upon ous Heads, when our Far- 
e is accompliſh'd, Ia. xxxv. 10. The Scrip- 
res delight to ſpeak of Heaven, under 
u Notion of it. Thus + Pſalmiſt, There 
4 River, the Streams whereof ſhall make 
/ the City of Ged, the holy Place of the 
leruacle of the moſt High; Pial. xlvi. 4. 
Plat, xvi. 11. Js ty prefence is Fullneſs of 
at thy right aud are PLEASURES 
cormore, "Vhe fame thing is referr'd 
when we are told, that in Heaven all 
Dall be wiped tf, * Eyes, chat 
ir and ſo rouing fall jree away, and 
Work there be one continued Tank- 
Upcn the Occaſion. ot a Marriage, Sad- 
of every fort gives way to a general 
ts a kind of Preſonation of rhe ſacred 
when they are attended with an 
jul Aſpect, eſpecially if this ſhould 
the Caſe upon the. Marriage of a King. 
not all this taken into our Saviour 


„% do the captious Phariſees? Can the 
h «2 of the Bride-chamber morn, as long 
D bs Bridegroom is with them ? But the days 
oF „„ hen the Hridigrcem fhall Le talen 


mn rem, and then {ball they aſt. It ap- 
ars from hence, that when our Lord re- 
preſents 


82 Achri ian dies in the Lord, Set] 
preſents our going to Heaven, by our 9 
to the Marriage; he would have us © c 
celve of it, as an eatring into our Maus, 7 
Into a Place where there is neither « wy 
ing Eye, nor a ruffled Breaſt ; but dit 
Soul as full of pure and ſatisfying F 
as 1t can bear. | 

No Wonder that this is the Ce 
the Saints above, if we remember {u 
'Things as theſe. 

(1.) There is the Abſence of wht: 
may unhinge the Peace of our Minds. Sn 
the unhappy Cauſe of what makes d 
Tranquillity, while on Earch, fo ſu: 
and inconſtant. It has iutroduced al! nr 
Which aſſault us from without, #5 
the Diſorder and Confuſion in the . 
of the Soul, which give thoſe E. 

Sting; but we put off the Body ot 5 

gether with Mortality, and becon | 
the Angels,in reſpect of Parity, upon 5 
ting into the Seat cf pertected Spirits 5 
Cauſe ceaſing, the Efect dees 
ceaſe: We know none of the me u 
Fruits of Sin, when we commen*:: 
Now, how plainly does this fur! 
enlarge our Joy, to have the very | 77% 
our Minds molded into the divine 
all our Faculties thoroughly fan! 
Every Paſſion, Affection, Appetite :| 
primitive Beauty? The eternal . 
of Sin, being a kind of additional 0-1 


ark! 


r. IV. and is ever with him. 83 
us that they ſhall continue in the ſame 
Order for ever; and fo an Invaſion 

on 28 Peace, be for ever irmpoſiible, 

'2.) In '! toes ve ſhall enjoy hat- 
er is felicitating. The Apoſtle ſpeaking 
our Privileges at preſent, tells us we zre 
ir; of God ; hereafter, we ſhall be in poſ- 
of this incomprehenſihe Good, God 
nſelt will be our Pertiun. Now, muſt 
* their Peace be as a Rivir, and their Joy 

Food; who bona prepar d, by Grace, 

liſn ſuch a n happineſs, do fee his Face ? 

2 his Love? enjoy intimate and uninter- 
yted Communion with him, whole Pre- 
ce makes Heaven to be a Place of Reſt 

Bliſs ro all who 85 OP. le th: t glorious 

oria ? It the indiſtinct and hort. d 

1005 of him, Vouc:! ed | in this State of 
krknels, Diſtance NI Remi | oof. 4, our 

aincation is Imperfect, have put more 

to the Heart, than the Iacreuſe of C 
ine; ſure their Joy muſt be 1 eab- 


Wi en 't 18 Full 9 Gor) : ww nen they 
longer ſee darkly, ard thro” a C., but 


1 3 Z * n 
to face. Such Re velations of himſelt 
An 4. imilating 7, Mult alſo have a Sul- 
4 vi irc ue. 
F. ! 8 4 4 _ * — 
5 led God does, in an im- 
f . * 0 4 
e way, inllucnee the Happineſs of 
GL TEES | 1 5 a 
„rt y d Spirits; no Wonder that in Hea- 
Yen 
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ven their Fo) is full, The Pieaſy 0 
be great, Which flows in upon the N J 
when the Soul reflects upon its Own / | 

ion, and fees iti elf DO! lefs'd of {uch a. 70 
Heritage. Very powerful the 3 \ | 
its Peace, and Joy, both trom within „ 
from without ; but what can be Wnt 8 

to render theſe compleat, when the Or 
Peace E My Peace I give unto h, * 

almighty Word executes itſelt? V\ hat! 4 

bids” our believing that he has this 

and poſitive Intluence upon che yy » K 

bounds in Heaven, ſince all whom he y 

met for ir, and tranſlates thither, tha 
both for, with an Eye to their 7 


Lappy, as he himſelf can make 
Well, we ſay that our Lord in: 


P - o ” * : * 0 mh n . 
there being ſ-rewbat grand in ther! 
1. 3 — > H | 
/% ” 1 - 5 5 FL 
cumitance ſomed hat ncompara 
111 . ws 3 / ' f 
* ' pF f . N 
Lee _ ens when ne di 


7 a b 3 
. ütian's getting to Heaven by 
n to the PR 
We obſery'd in this Account, [ 
2!y, That our Lord aſfierts the 


* 3 


nels of the Saints in Heaven to be 
immeorta! Nature. Lis durable as 1t » ! 
and l:{ting as it's full. When they rol 
with him into their Fathers Houſe, the. 
15 ſbut; that they may never be ou. 
Sight, or from under t che Man teſtatio 
ſpecial Love. Abraham is inc ere en 


to che wicked rich Mai | in Hell, Netw 0 00 


ger. IV. and 1s ever with hint. 85 
10 501 there is a great CGulpl fixed, to cut of 
Communication. They that are here, 
Enno paſs to tO Vet ne! ther can they pas ro us, 
who would come jrom thence Luke xvi. 26. : 
d. Poor wretched Creature, the Door i, 
bt, that all who come hither might be for 
ever ſafe, and all who are with you excluded 
{or ever. "Tis worthy of himſelf for God 
to give his People eternal Life, thro Jeſus 
Crit our Lord, Tis this makes it an ex- 
ing, its being an eternal Might of Glory, 
Rom. vi. 23. 2 Cr. iv. 17. In Hearen' all 
(ear wn adiug Crowns; potieſs an Inheritance 
that's incorriptible. Their City has Founda- 
us; cheir J'reaſure is durable Richer, and 
Maing Subſtauce., No tear of a Divorce, 
Hen we are married t9 tle Lamb: He has be- 
' ns to himſelf fer ever. When he ful- 
at Covenant in Heaven, 'tis with a 
chat nothing Mould 1 ;olate or make 

d chroughout an end! | 

his thai! ſuſtice for the 

, Heal; under which we were to 
gutre into the Account our Lord gives of 
Haypineſs, whom he ſhall find ready at 
s coming, when it is ſaid o_ t OP went 
with bim to the Marriage, and the Door was 


**condly, Let us now examine wherein this 
\endmneſs ro meet with Chriſ at Death does 
Wit. For it is obſeryed of thoſe, and 

or}, 


OOO 0 ů i Ann Aral} sf wel þ, 


= — 


1 
* „ — 2 —-—ę᷑à 
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86 AChriftian dies inthe Lord, Ser. 
only thoſe who were ready, that they entre; 
With him. 

it, There is an habitual Readinel; + 
meet with Chriſt; and to this every. 
Chriſtian has attam'd. This ſtands in 


being in a curveried and reconciled State | 
turned from Darkneſ4 to Light, aud fron Gut 4 
Power. to God. And nothing lefs than: el 
Regeneration is found ( Uniflianity. Faith a 
charges us from the Curie and Condon: 
tion of the firſt, and intereits US in tit 
Grace of the HEW, and better Conn 
Nay, we — the Children of G 
Faith in C Jeſus, When he bas wrow 
this 50 © = 1 in us, We may be 12 


1 "E | 3 * 1 Ws * 7 . 
have the Riot of the Matter, Ve carrot 
ta) ly and fin: Uly tall away. We are it; 


point ot eternal Salratien, and in ſuc! 
Senſe ready, as agrees not to any in a NA 
ral EHate. 

But bel ſid this, there 15 allo, 


2 ly, An act Preparcar. els tor tene. / 
ing of our Lord. This is every Chritt.an Ml... 
Duty, and 'tis 3 commendable Ambition "I 
be inceſſantly preſſing after it. Wit X 


this, we may die ge, die in the Lord, i. 
. * 4 # 5 1 4 0 
We cannot die Je e Y 1 no it s not ADL 


1 


lately nevetlary to our reaching Heaven, vt! er. 


it is to our having an alundant Entrance d tha 
: a — ae 
mini{tred 13 us. ef 
= 4 15 
There are at leaſt theſe three things who 


quired, to make up the ata! Prepari! 


for Death, of which we ſpeak. 


ger, IV. aud is ever with him. 87 

„ A regular Iadifferency and Mortification 
o the prelent World. Chriſt obſerved to 
us, that a being evercharged with) tile Cares of 
this Life, is what may happen to one who 
as the Grace of God; and yer it eftec- 
ally diſqualifies thoſe to whom it may be 
ayvly d, for a comportavle meeting with him. 


. *. 


Se the foremention'd Luke xxi. 34. This 
24 Ave Anxiety about temp ral tlumgs ari- 
om an inordinate Lows of, and Deſire 
aer them; fo that he mult eſcape this 
Snare, Who treats the World with Jealouſy 


d Caution, and Knows how to ½, without 


—— 
1 
* 


kg it. Paul was come a great length, 


15 ; Chriſt”, Croſs had crucify'd him to the 
„id, and the World to him. Tins neiped 
at Reſolution and Firmneſs of Mind, 
th which he ſpoke of his being ready to be 
4 up. Made Abjence from the Body more 


dle than abiding in the Fleſh; and inſpir'd 


with a Dee to derart, and to be with 
Lei, as what was be/t of all. The larger 
e ſhare which this World, and the things 
tt, have in our Hearts, the beſs Enter- 
lnngent hall we experience upon the Sub- 
ect of dying z and that Man will find it very 
ru Work to die, who has lived an utte 
Stranger even to the Thoughts of it. He 
tat would be ready to meet Death at the 
': Summons, mult uſe himſelf to think of 
what it is, and does, By dying daily, we 
*arn to die well. 


— Q 


* 
4 


2. There 


88 AChriſtian dics in the Lord, Set.. 
2. There is ſuppoſed in order to 
Readineſs to meet Chriſt, that or Af. 
are ſet upon things aloe, and our Conver a 
in Heaven, We muſt have Grace, Which 


not only genuine as to its Rind, but improc 


and advanced as to its Meaſure and Degs 
not to liol at what is jeen, and temporal, be 


unſeen, and eternal things. There ar: 


doubtedly ſome fuch, whoſe Hearts 


Thoughts center where their Treaſure is 11! 
And as nothing will make this Earth mor 
contemptible, than our hing in the wp 
glorious World; to nothing will make 


verſes with Death leſs unpleaſant, or mor 
retreſhing. "Temptations come with gun 
Diſad vantage, to one who thus lives v1!) 


God. "I he Profpect of Death is deligu: 
as it finiſhes a ſinning and forrowing G. 
dition, and is the Dawn ot an ererla! 
Day of Reſt and Blefiednels. 

To this actual Preparation for Dy 
required, 

A daily Expectation of our IL. 
Approach. The Apoſtle Pate, makes 
a fort of Abridgment of the Chriſtian's 1: 
that it's a locking for, and haſtive unto C. 
coming; 2 Pet. iii. i2. He who would 
be found unto Praiſe, muſt keep his 
trimmed, his Loins girt, governing kumlel: 1 
his general Walk under the Force ot 
Thought, At an Hour which I know act. 
Lord will come. Some ſudden Fits ©! 

TiOU:: 


er IV. and is ecer with him. 89 
alneſs, now and then to think of dying, 
d attempt to reconcile ourſelves to it; 
; not the aftual Read ineſ of which we 
ak. In order to this, Progreſs in Sancti- 
cation muſt be our daily Study and Endea- 
and it muſt appear thro our whole 
%% that we are waiting for an Event 
r may ſurprize &er we are aware. And 
very happy his Circumſtances, whom 
Day ſhall overtake in ſuch an Employ- 
nt! What Anticipations of celeſtial Bliſs 
his Soul taſte, before it has ſet foot 
don Emanuel s Land ? 
gut we ſhall have occaſion to enter fur- 
- into thoſe things, when ſpeaking to the 
 Propofi tien. Theſe goneral Suggeſtions 
y ſerve for the preſent. 


Ve come now to rhe 
Thi Head propoſed to be ſpoken to. To 
Ic ' you how warrantably we look for the 
14pp;neſs of which our Lord ſpeaks, when 
ea ire thus prepared for the Enjoyment 

it. Expect, that it ready at his coming, 

Mall go with him into the Marriage. 

lt might be ſaid, 

1 ac "things cannot take another turn, 
ur the Rightecuſneſs of God will fail. When 
5 gre at Apoſtle Paul had ſaid, I Dave 

t F Fight, I lade finiſhed my Courſe, 


* 
3 = 


have kept the Faith, he adds, Hencefor *th 
laid up for ine a Crown of Righteouſ- 


neſs. 


go Achriſtius dies iu the Lord, Se 
neſs. And he argues his Security as 
Event, from the Conſideration of the 
teoufne l, of God: The Lord, the RICH 
Judge, wih give it me, ſays he ; 3 4. d. 

God is righteous, I am ſaje. And yo. 
obſerve, that he diſclaims this as a p 
Privi lege; that was contined to the Ap! 
lical Character; 5 aſſurin 8 all who had 
tated him in his Duty as a Chriſtia: 
God allowed them to urge the ſame 
The righteous Judge will give it, not to inc oi 
but 10 all them aiſo who love bis appe:! (ng 
2 Tim. iv. 8, 9. . d. Tho I may reckon! 
ſelf amulg the chief of Sinners, yet have 1 
tained Mercy; the Bleſſing I expect, tuo 4 
ctediugli abundant above what I can thi. 
purchaſed at the Expence of my Sa 


Blood, for penitent, returning, pen 1 
Sinners, ſuch as by a patient Contiunau Ir 
wel/-deing lock for it of this number ee 
by the rich and tree Grace of Gd. 
conſiſts not with the Riohteouſne)\ 1 1 


Divine Nature, to withhold the Biciling 
dearly bought by their Surety, 3 

whom his own Almighty Grace has to!" 
and faſhion'd into a Meetneſs for! 
joyment of it. I know that there 7 - 
3 with Cod; and ſince 7%. 
his Sen, requires his being g aciou 0 
Seed, Lam ſure of Glory, as it fat 44" 
ready in the heaven!) 8 Again, 


224 


— 2 
* 


Ser, IV. and is ever with hint. 91 
ne Faithfulueſs of God is a ſuper- 
i.ded Encouragement to us, when we are 
nking tor eternal Life as his Gift. We 
cannot ſuppoſe that he made known ſo ma- 
5/124 aud precious Promiſei, as run thro the 
Revelation he has given us, with a View to 
e diſappointing the Hopes railed by them 
Minds of his People. He ir nor Man, 
ſbon i bi He, ar the Sou of Man, trat he 
501 WY A He avideth faithful; aud tho the 
Heaven and Earth ſhould 2 away, Cue /irele 
Bras Ve has {aid ſhall not paſs away, till al be 
Th 2 The Apoſtle Paul concludes the 
\r{tan's Safety from this very Perfection 
G Joe's Nature: Let us (ſays he) hold faſt 
-vje(jren of our Faith without warvering, 
and continue to draw near to God with a true 
un, aud in full Aſſurance of Faith; for be 
ithtu! that promiſed. That promiſed 
chat? That 8 we ſhould e er long 
7, it WE fainted ads ; and if we endured t0 
4. ſhould be fav ed: Heb, X. 22, 23. 7. d. | 
t we ſhould miſcarry ar laſt, then God 11 
Ld be 471 faithful 9 tits Wor 0 | but lince | | 
uch 1 Weakneſs is i. mpoſſihle to him, we 1 
mule cheriſh a lively Hope, and rejoice in 1 
ſpect of the approaching Glory of 


3 


The ſanctifying Work of the Spirit 
Pon e Soul, does further warrant us in 


E Expe tations. He is called by the | 
1 , The Earneft of the Irheritance uutil [ 


the 


„ ee Tr LIcTYT we” co = 


92 AChriſiian dics inthe Lord, Seri 
the Redemption of the purchaſed Pifſeſſicnn 
v. 5. Eph. i. 14. Leſt we ſhould thin 


God's Word too flender a Security, he Ii 
as it were a Pledge into our hands. Ws wy 
he ſends the Spirit of his Sin into the Han! 
of his Children, he ſays to them, Here Wee 
Pawn I lodge with you, that vou may herr © 
no Doubts as to my fulfill. ng the Cor en; 6 
which is between us; take this Spirit“ 
Earneſt of what is behind. Every “ 
Man works with a View to a certain 7 1 
bur did God fit a Soul for Heaven, alt 
terward deny it Admiſſion there, this » = 2 
be to act without an End; or in a ver a 
lemn manner to beget and carry on jf A 
which he knew would make us aſban N 
In ſhore, Chriſt has died in vain, in 15 
is the Miſſion, and various Influences - 1 
Spirit, if Sanctification and Gloritoa' 1 


have not an inviolable and neceſſary 

dance on each other. The whole 6 
is a meer Fiction, if ſuch as are 
Chriſt's coming, go not with him © 
Marriage. 

What is the Iflue of "Things with an 
prepared Perſon, I ſhall conſider in te te 
Diſcourſe, from that part of the Para 
which tells us, thar the foolifh 1. a 
ſhut out, and knocked without having 
miſſion for ever. They go into ever/a/; 
niſhment, but the Righteous imo Life et 


er. V. and is ever with him. 93 
Let us apply what has been now faid. 
%, We may learn from hence, that it is 
:ve, painful, fruitful, perſevering Chriſ- 


2 


ty, and that only, which ſhall be tol- 
wed With the Gift of Eternal Life. Tis 
t enough that we ſer out in the Spirit, and 
jr a Seaſon run well, We muit lead the 
! le of that J. Je, winch we live in the Fleſh, 

e Faith of the Son of God, if we would 
u, às AT length to receive the 8 A- 
dit the Crowd of ſuch who paſs tor his 
Pieiples, how few have thus learned Chriſt ? 
How very many that couform to this Hild, 
cad of being: an jorm'd into the Spirit of 


' Religion which they profeſs ? Their 


hey ; had never et their Fuces Heavenwards, 
) with what Confuſion will Chriſt's Coming 
| fach inconſtant, careleſs, remporizing 
arilttaus, whoſe Goodneſs has proved /ik? 
' Mraing Cloud and early et which pn 
And may noc their "Joy | e as tre 700 
' Harveſt, who have been enabled to abide 
wth him in all his Temptations, thro good Re— 
F117 and il Report, following the Lamb, and to 
er Death not removing from them their _ 
% The Time of their Death will be 
ine of Refreſhment from the Preſeuse of 'he 
v4, The very Glimmers of that zuacc: Hi 
e Light, which is breaking in upon them, 
1 featter the Darkneſs of the Grave, and 


och guide and comfort them when they are 
0 


pycrfation is as earthly and ſenſual, as it 


94 AChriſtian ates in the Lord, Ser. I 


to paſs thro it; they ſhall have e 7 
Arms underneath them, and a glorious 
out of all their Trials: for verily / 
Reſt that remains for the People of R. 
24ly, Let us ir prove the Joy ſet bef me; 
as a Motive to greater Fervency in Spirit, 
we are ſerving the Lord. *T'is a ſhame, Ch hrs 
ſtian, not to run with full Conſent ihe wa 
cs CG nmmanaments, K us ſo truly hola 
the Prizc of your high Caling in Chriſt el. 
"Tis undervaluing your Father's Love, your 
Saviour's Purchaſe, and writing Kabod ip 
the Entertainment and Felicity of ihe Ar 
gels of Light. Pray for the Increaſe o th 
Faith, which is the Eviden's of T hings not foe 
keep a fixed Eye upon the Recumpence , K. 
ward; this will ſtabliſn and Rrengthen 0% 
that you will not grow weary or faint 1 you 
Mind; it will make Life eaſy and uſetul, : ang 
prevent any hurtful Surprizes by De: 
Thus ſhall ye grew white to ihe Harveſt : 
tho you We: Fo 2h weeping, bearing Joe 18 
cious Seed, ye ſha! doubt le return ie 
bringing gur Shenves with Fore. 
For letting this home upon Conſcienc: 
N be ſaid, 
(1.) That God expected it ſhould | 
our Obedience, when he drew ade 2 
Veil, and diſcloſed the Glories of rhe ber 
ter World. His Authority, as our yo 
reign, makes his Will our Duty ; ; and with 
out any of the Encouragements he has ge 


us 


er. IV. and is eder with bim. 95 


; it would have been criminal to criſſe in 
12 Work of the Lord. But did he give 
Natter for our Hopes to feed upon, with- 
am anſwerable Expectation of Fruit? 
het he takes us up to Piſeah, and thence 
raiſes a Proſpect of the Laud of Promiſe, 
to inflame our Defires, give us freſn 
e and Vigour in Duty, that we might 
ud our Pace, and take ſtrait Steps to the 
/orld of Viſion. While Heaven has not 
is Influence upon you, Chriſtian, ycu an- 
er not the Deſign of God, in bringing it 


9 ie 
ee. 


) It you are not thus animated by the 
I" wy Heaven, YOu will experience but 
the Chriſtian's Peace either in Life or 
25 the more eminent our Obedzence, the 
re bun m in proportion our Joy : And 
| we willingly obſt ruct the Growth and 
creale - of that * winch the Hud cannot 
nor take away from us? Think oftner 
| He: vel, and you will love it; remember 
s the c Reſidence of Gd, the Judge all, 
Teſus the Mediator of the New Covenant ; 
Pikes of your Birth, and of your Reſt. 
will find enou gh in theſe Thoughts ro 
-- you patient in ſuffering, and cheartul 
4 "gt the Will of God; and fo to tit you 
r that ble 10 eternal World. 
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g6 The Unready at Death 


R 

4 15 

SERMON V. | 
The Unready at Death, lo, \"W... 
eUer. | 


# 5 


for Eternity; there 7s no 1{ 
in the Grade: Such as are 
at his Coming, Chriſt 


EAT fixes our Cog! 


with him to the Marriage. C 
Atter-State is grand and joyous, and con 
ſurate, in its Duration, to the mm! 0 
thole Spor. ts, that can never die. Wii 00 
ceived up into Glory, the D.or ig ſhut, o. P; 
mate their Syfety in theſe Circumſtances, [1 
the Impoſſibility of their loſing the 4 
{ent Happineſs tor ever. Beſide, an Fal. . 
Readineſs, which conſiſts in our bc! 1 


again, and 15 lirictly neceſſary to our «vi 
in Safety ; there is ſuch a thing as actual Un 
paration attainable, and 'tis this tha: m4 
our latter End Peace. All whom his Gri 
ha made ready tor his Coming, have Fic"! 

1-CUN 


em. V. Holt for Der. 97 
cured to them, by the Xighteouſnejs of God, 
195 +Lfulnels, they have a Pledge and Ear- 
Eis given chem, in the renewing and 
ng Preſence of the Holy Gholl. 

4 But when we ſay that it is to fare with 
»| Wh: © tcernity, according to the State and 
acc Chriſt finds us in at his Coming, 


I not to be reitrained to the Chriſtian. 
In the following Diſcourſe we'll conſider 
; Remark as it reſpects a wicked Perſon, 

m BW Chriſt's Coming by Death ſhall 1nd 

1 ether unprepared; an Hypocrite, who 


Lamp, but no O. in bis Ve/Jet. Jur 
d tells- us what the Iflue of Things will 
en the fooliſh Virgins, as well as the 
when the Brideg om came (ſays he) 
ch as were ready went in with bim to the 
"Tags i the reſt were ſSut cut: and all 
urn they meet with upon their im- 
ate Applications for Entrance, is this, 
wp. om me, I kno you net. q. d. You 
hn Traitors under-a colour of Friend- 
11d being filthy, be ye filthy ſtil. 
Purſuing this Obſc rvation, we il ſpeak 


by al lowing Heads 

| , Prove the Remark to be juſt and 
ble, when we ſay, That ſuch, whom 
Pn nt Condos Dy Death mall find . 
40 ball be dealt wich accordingly in the 
Cu obrld. 


cut E Seccnalh, 


98 The Unready at Deaib, Ser. 

Secondly, Enquire into the Account whi, 
our Lord gives us of their Afte Ste 
when he tells us, that the Door . fh 
gainſt them, and profeſſes, upon their 
treating Mercy, I know you wor. 

Thirdly, Shew, that it is every Way 0. 
liſtent with the Perfection of the Divi: 
ture, that Matters ſhould go on in ti (): 
der. We'll then ſee, 

Fourthly, How this part of the 8. 
may be molt profitably apply'd, in get 


to Practice. 
1 * 3 
l Firſt, We're to prove that this G 
1 tion is juſt, iz. That all ſuch, whom! 


Coming of Chriſt by Death ſhall find 
Þ dy, ſhall have their everleſting Cos 
1 iſſued accordingly. The Us readineſ\ of v 
| we now ſpeak, is not merely the wont | 
| an actual Preparation for Death, as 
| oppoſed to an habitual Preparation; ' 
| entire Unfirneſs both as to Habit an! 
1 which is every Man's Caſe in an unge 

rate State. Such as are unarmed ag 


þ Sting of Death, which is the undiſcher e. 
# . +285, | ene 
| Guilt of Sn, and remain under che en 
| Law or Curſe, which 1s Sins cond ae 
Strength, are in all reſpects unprovidc + Ms 

| Chriſt's Coming, 1 Cor. xv. 56. It UM. 


arreſt us in & x natural State, it finds vs 
all the Ruins of the Apoſtacy; anc. 
the foot of the firſt and broken Cov gan 


er. V. toft for ever. 99 
nd dung in our Sins, we ſhall be treated 
or ever as Hypoerites and Unbelievers. 
Repentance iS not a Grace in the next 
uy but a Puniſhment. When Chriſt 


«. Bleſſed are they that mourn, for they (ha! 


Lepentance that is exercis'd in our Tal- 
dee, he aſſures us, that hereafter it ſball 
bud no room, tho" fourht bitterly, and with 
eari; Mat. v. 4. compar d with Heb. xi. 
Repentance aiter Death, is an Ingre- 
cut in our Mitery, not a Qualification for 
arlon and Acceptance. 
0 erte, we do not {ay but that /ate Re- 
Nance may be ſaving, tho tis diſſicult to 
ow Whether it is genuine and ſincere, 
nen thus late; but we fay that ſuch, as 
a Profeſſion of Religion, die in a 
tate of Infidelity, Death will make no 
ceration in their Souls Fate, as guilty 
2 Creatures: but as they finiſh their 
1. Srare it ſhall fare with they m in the 
10 * Retrivurions. I hintedbefore, 
hat the Doctrine of Purgatory was a nov el 
var, the Reverſi to the Doctrine of 
e Boe; an Inſult upon the Redeemer's 
<d:2rorial Character: and that if good Men 
EY ore, either to do or bear, previous to 
eit Inreſtiture in the Happineſs of Hea- 
„ vpon their being diſcharg d from this 
d and Body ; or it Hypocrires, when 
Life ended, were put under a new 
| &'2 Diſ- 


com lorred; in limiting the Promiſe to the 
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Diſpenſation of the Grace of God, . 
Scriptures would miſlead us, in repreſen: 
ing the preſent as the only State o- 


It ſhail ſuffice, that I ſhew you What ? 
dation our general Remark has in the Sc: WM: 
rures ; for I aim at their Conviction on!y, = 
who will be determin'd by this Author ** 

I take this to be referr'd to, in the . 2 


ſage which the Prophet Faiah cells us le Ch. 


had in Commiſſion from the Lord of H. 
to deliver. His Words are thefe, . 7 
Righteous. it {hall be well with him, 8 


ſhall eat the Fruit of their Doings. , o 
Wicked, it ſhall be ill with him, for the Rv 


of his Hands ſhall be given him; Iſa. I 
11. Inthis World, where all thing 1B, 
. . «4 
alike to all, the good Man attains $5 


the Happineſs, nor is the wicked Mar! 
taken by the full Woe intended him. V'IM,; 
muſt ſuppoſe the Prophet to have 1000 Mx... 
beyond this Life and World, and his $M... 
to be much like what thoſe Words t= 
Apoſtle intimate, when he fays, Be, p 


ceived, God is not mocked ; for what a \' 8 
ſoun, it is that he ſhall alſo rea, Þ 
ſoweth to hits Eleth, fhall of the Fleth en N 8 
ruption; but he that ſoweth to the Spir'', i oy 


of the Spirit reap Life everlaſting: 
7, 8. There is another Paſlage  ! 


1 
4) 


Writings of this Apoſtle, Which! 
much as we can deſire, upon this Hie. 


We muſt all appear before the Fudgn1! N. 


= 
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,, that every one may receive. the Things 
ein his Body, according to that he hath 
| the whether it be good or bad; 2 Cor. v. 
„„ There will be no freſh Tryal made 
us in the next World, nor will the 
"Wl \{uicip icity of Affairs to be inſpected N 
„e Judgment, occaſion any Miſtake 3 
he Adminiſtration, God will not * 
= which was almoſt, and winch aitogether a 
"= Chrifcian, and fo change their Portions ; 
„br what a Man was found co be at 
| Death, that he ſaa!! appear to be, at the 
em, and be treated to Eternity as he 
ww I ready, or unready, when his Lord came. 
"Wi jou compare the 23d and 24th Verſes 
I ot che 16th of Luke, you will find that 
e % carrys us to the Grave of. that 
hard-hearred Miſer treated of in that Chap- 
(OS and the very next, to the Hell, where 
'' Ungodly appear, He died u Chriſtleſs 
Creature 3 and tho there was a Change in 
s Circunnſtances, upon his receiving the 
Woes of Sin, yer there was no Alteration 
= the After-ſtate of his Soul. The Joolifh 
mmention'd in my Text, were for 
akg ſome fort of Proviſion for Death, 
„hen they tound that they could live no 
enger; tho they were fundamentally de- 
ect: in their Preparations, and being 
vt wnready, there is no other Time 
ace, tor getting the neceſſary Prepared- 
3 neſs. 


1 
\ 
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weſs. They are ſbut out, and Ep trance jn 
to Heaven is deny'd them for erer 
What is included in the Account which 
our Lord gives of their future State 11; 
lived and died Chriſtian Infidels, is r 


Second Particular, we promis'd to 0191] 
Into. Indeed, this is rather a negat:: 'Þs. 
ſcription of their Condition after Death 
than a direct and pofitive one: it tuch 
3 at whar they {hall loſe, than wha 
they ſhall /xfer : but we may conclude thi: 
the pH ve Pare of cheir Puniſhment is . 
ed, when rhe negative Parr only is ex/ 
This Rule mult be admitted, or W. 15 
but lamely interpret many mportan Ar- 
ticles, in the Revelation God has gw? 
You know that five out of the fox Con- es 
mandments, which mclude the Dur::s 
the ſecond Table, are negative Precepts; 
tho they are allowed to enjoin the D 
which are the Reverſe to the 5: 1 
prohibit: and this Remark wi!! hold $0%9 
in many other Inſtances. 1 

I will give you this ſhort Vic v 0 
their Caſe in the next World, whom Cr! 
ſhall find unready, at his coming to the 
Death. 

iſt, They hall be excluded Heaven 
whatever is entertainingthere. TI hey ar 
repreſented, as ſaying, "Lord, Opxx 7 
to let us know, that when theſe foolyfh li 


* 


Ser. V. loft for ever. 103 
came looking for Mercy, the Door was 
. Heaven is call'd the Inheritance of the 
Limes, Col. i. 12. i.e. as the ſame Apoſtle 
dans it, the Inheritance 8 that are ſane- 
14 Act. xx. 32. This koh City is fo 
priazey to the Ule and Entertain- 
{ ſuch as are perfect in Holin eſs, 
Fe aud Blood cannot inherit the King- 
mn, God, ner can Corruption inherit Iucor- 
een; 1 Cor. xv. 50. Theſe Words re- 
r more immediately to the natural Iuca- 
i of even the Believer himſelf, till he 
receives a ſpiritual Body, for what is 
ken, done, and enjoy d above; yet tis 
tricily true, in regard of the moral Incapa- 
'y of an Hypocrite : tor Fl and Blood do 
ulzally deſcribe human Nature in its un- 
regenerate Condition. Now, how diſtreſs- 
ut the Caſe, that when the Soul is driven 
tom all that was deſirable to it upon 
darth, it ſhould find the Gate of Paradliſe 
>cat of Light, and Life, and Love, and 
) guarded by a flaming Sword, to ren- 
ber 1! inacceſſ ble! to be exil'd from that 
glenge that is to Eternity a Spring of 
ew nd fatis\ ing Delights, to the glori- 
d Multitude ! and ever feel the reſiſtleſs 
c of this Prohibition, in reference to eve- 
Fart of their Felicity, Touch net, taſte not, 
lande not! Especial y remembring that there 
i middle World between Heaven, and 
en; but all ſuch to whom this Light is 
E 4 un- 


N 
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unapproachable, are overwhelm 
outer Darkneſs. 

With what Horror and Anguiſh 1! 
fill Conſcience, when the Mind oo 
hurrv'd with ſuch Reflections as chef: þ 
was my keeping up a Shew of Chr tant: 
will the Soul fay, while 1 was ge 
and indifferent about the Thing, lt 
loit me this Heaven, and thus conte unde. 
and diſappointed my Hopes. This is win 
1 Talk'd of, and pr zterded to ſeek in f 
Place, but aa made light of it an 
I! now, When every Place beſide, is the Holt 
k tation of Cruelty, full of Sorrow and Pain 
and no where elſe that I can ti T 
fer the Sole of my Foot, I am judged 41 i) 
of the Kingdom of Heaven. If I had bu 
and done, what I was willing the World 
ſhould believe, that I was, and did, 


| 
\ nu 
1 


Condition had now been eaſy, as it is / 
_ but to have exchang'd thelc jo)" 
hat Glory; a Happineſs ſo full, . 

ſatiefying; for theſe Horrors, this D:/gra 
Miſery, Damnation, how prodigious 

Folly ! Theſe Though ts are Worm, I 
rips, Scorpions, Enrage, and I oi" i 
Wl | They muſt do ſo, for Conſcience is no! 
| rouz'd, and let looſe as an Execuric: 
| of divine he — WP) 

| To aggravate this Unhappineſs,] ole: 
24ly, From he Account given 


"TL. 
FECT 
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Text, that Prayers and Tears ſhal! ve 
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effectual, for the leaſt Alleviation of their 


Doom. They call'd him Lord, Lord ! tho 
they did net the Things which he ſaid : and 
here are they introduced, as pleading their 
Knowledge of the Judge, and ſolliciting 
with the moſt paſtonate Earneſtneſs, that 
their Baniſhment may not be everlaſting : 
yet they ſue, and cry in vain. It you com- 
rare vii Mat. 21, 22, 23. With the xiii Lak. 
ont the 25. (in which Paſſages you have 
a general Draught of the Judgment) you 
wal! find that our Lord mentions ſeveral 
ther Pleas, that will be arg'd upon that 
aul Occaſion. There is an obvious Gra- 
ati in their Arguments; and each Sup- 
plcant ſeems to offer ſomewhat more ſtrong 
u his Favour, than t'other, as he has his 
Turn to plead. Says one, Lord, I hved 
under the Sound of thy Goſpel, thou haſt 
ung in our Streets: let this prevail for the 
ewing me Mercy. Says anuher, I bore 
iy Name, and was in Poſſeſſion of all 
to Privileges of thine Houle : he ſays that 
wo haſt taught in his Streets; but I can 
ay more, for I have eat and drank in thy Pre- 
ence. Says a third, I not only bore 
ne Title of a Chriſtian, but was honour'd 
wich the Character of a Miniſter : . I have 
dini Name. A Hurth carries the 
band yet further: I had the Fuith of 
[Wrales, in thy Name have caſt out 
„ and dine many wonderjul Works. 


5 Each 
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Each of them advance their Pleas in bar 
of the Perperuity of their Miſery ; char 
the Door ſhould continue ſput for a ue. 
it might not be ſhut ſo, as to be open! 
no more for ever. But we find tha: the 
Judge is unmov'd at their moſt carne}, 
Entreaties, and the ſame tremendous S | 
tence determines their common Doom : ”)-- Ml, 
part from me. Purſuant to this, the Ari WM. 
John tells us, that into the new Jeru. en, 
in No WIsk enters any thing that det. *% 
Rev. xxi. 27. in No WISE, not tho * I 
fpould weep, as it were, Dope of Blood Wi; © 
the Ground; in the moſt affecting manner 
poſſible, beſeech and plead. The Jud, ge 
ine xor alle, and the Sentence muſt take p 

in the whole of its comprehenſive Wo 
and is it not dreadful in the very Mi 
for it runs thus, Depart from me, ye c 
into everlaſting Fire, prepared for the Des 
and his Angels; Mat. xxv. 41, 46. I" 
Apoſtle to the Theſalmians ſays, thi | 
ſuch who obey not the Goſpel of CH. fe. 
be puniſhed with everlaſting  Deftruftion, fron 
the Preſence of the Lord; 1 Thell. +. 5, 5 
There is no retreating from God's 
Preſence ; ſuch as have their Bed in tt, 

him there; but they loſe God's Preſ 

as a refreſhing Light, to bear it for ect, 1 
conſuming Fire. "They are now, ww! ' 
Worm dies uit, and where the Fir: 
quenched, 
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K ;dly, It is further intimated in my Text, 
" W:: © the future State of hypocritical Pro- 
8 lors, that they ſhall be under immediate 
» jnoe//icus of divine Wrath, winch is the 
ks CO. nplement of the ſecond Death, W hen he 
if lays, I know you not, this reſpects not any De- 
* inourRedeemer' sKnow ledge, for he knows 
[2 4 „; but an eternal Suſpcuſion of his 
* our from theſe loſt Creatures. Nay, 
a d. I know you not, as filled with 
„ of Mercy, but the Terror; of incenſed 
[5 mic not as a Saviour, but as an Avenger, 
het 

d the Hlicity of glorify d Spirits is in- 
1 C by the immediate * preſſions they 
recerve from the Father of Lights; what 
* brbids our ſuppoſing that Damaation re- 
5 ves its full Emphalis, from as immediate 
* prewons of divine Wrath ? This iS not 
Fi wh deliver'd by the Prophet {aiah, 
* | Chap. 33. Where he tells us, bat 


10 is ordain'd of old, that it's deep, and 
: the Pile thereof, Fire and much Mod; 
hat the BRTATH oF The LokD, like a 
of Brimftune, doth kinale it. But it 
22undantly plain, trom thoſe Paſſages in 
nen the Miſery of the Damned is ſum- 
em this, that the Wrath of God does 
on them. This is expreſly allerred, 
n 11. 36. To be eternally depriv'd of 
od s  Loving-Ki ndueſs, does conſtitute a 
tate that is truly and properly wretched : 
{bo haunied eternally with che Rebukes, 
and 
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and Condemnings of an angry Pre} 
heats the Furnace ſome Degrees hotter : yr 
if the Pſalmiſt could fay, who felt the jr 
meaſure, While ] ſuffer thy Terrors, I m (6 
ſtracted; what is their Caſe, upon why 
Vengeance is come to the uttermoſt; up 
whoſe Head, whole Vials of Wrath » 
pour'd forth? To whom are wrung 117 tl 
very Dregs of the Cuf of Trembling an 
niſhment ? To have an everlaſting . 
Wrath, and freſh Revelations of this Mt 
everlaſtingly, carries in it the Ide? «& 1 
Wretchedneſs that 1s compleat, 

All this is included in our $a: /ou; 
ſaying 1 know you net; it is 4. d. I do not) 
know you, as to ſhew you any MM: | 
do not know you ſo as to abate n 
Inſtance, my reſiſtleſs almighty eng 


Let me now, in the 

Third Place, ſhew you how co be. 
it is with the Perfection of the . 
Nature, that Things ſhould proccc: 
this Method, | 
For illuſtrating this Point, let me ia 
(1.) It is every way worthy of 60 
thus to ſhut out of Heaven, all ſuch vil 
practically refus'd it. In his Word be hi 
71ven us a Sketch of that Heaven, hic! 
the Habitation of his Holineſs and Cl" 
not meerly to excite our Vonder, but f" 
voke our Defres; for he offers, au | 
| Can 
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Covenant Way ſecures this, ro all, who by 
a patient Continuance in wel I-doing, lock jor 
it, Now, however laviſh a Man may be 
in his Commendations of that diſtant inviſible 
Good, if the Conſent of his Willis never 
gain'd for God, it he yie/ds not the Obedience 
o Faith, it he does not thankiully and 
crcariully look tor this Heaven, in the 

gel Way, tis fairly pages to him that 
he refuſes it. And does it break in up- 
21: che Glory of divine M/*ſdom or throw 
Ca leaſt Diſhonour upon either the Gocd- 
neſs, or Juſtice of God, to accept the 
Retuſal ? That the profane Perſon ſhuuld be 
rejected 5; who, afterwards, would inherit the 


Bl-ſſing, which he had ſold for a Morſel of 


Meat? Heb. x11. 16, 17. When our Lord 
ſhall te able to ſay to thoſe formal Pro- 

lors, Te world not come to me, that ye mi ght 

ave Life ; with the utmoſt Satety to al! 
he 2 Excellencies of his Nature, he may 
e further, I forbear any more Tenders 
of chis undervalued Bleff ing, and you ſhail 
ver fee Life, 1 forbid you the Heaven, 
which you now ſeek as a Shelter from Hell; 
our ſighted when propos'd, as the Seat 
of (inte Purity, and the Reſidence of God. 


e Righreouſneſs of this Sentence, will 


be « epplondud by Angels and Men, 
For the further Ilaſtration of this, I add, 
2.) It cannot be injurious to any of 
the divine Perfections, that ſuch ſhould 
ve 


- 
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be ſent to Hel, who have freely ch/- i; 

It may be ſaid, T hat upon the Sup— 
poſition of any Man's naking * 
prepoſterous Choice, being conſider d +5 1 
reaſonable and free Creature, and in 
State of Probation ; this would obviate 
Difticulries ariſing in prejudice of the d- 
vine Adminiitration, tho God ſhould ; 1; 
iſſue J hings, in reference to this particu 
lar Man. But there are not any Iuſtauces 
of Human Nature being thus far 2ban- 
don'd ; tis begging the Queſtion, to . 
that they e Hell, and have the Part 
they choſe. 

I aoſwer, in God's Way of interpret 
Things, (and this muſt determine the Cal: 
he ſuppoſes that there is a Language 
our Ac/icus, which 1s expreſſive and nic 
ligible Accordmgly, God wakes that M: 
to be guilty in the preſent Inſtance, vw! 
may not have die and intentionally re1o. 
on ſo wild a Choice. To ſupport vis 


—— 


— 


— . 


Aſſertion, I'll ſhew you that this is 2 
Caſe ; look to Prov. viii. 36. He that /ii- 


neth againſt me, wrongeth his own Soul, 
they that Har: Mr, Love Drarn. Des 

is not formally and "intenticualy the Obi 
of their Love, but interpretatively it is: (01 
he may be ſaid ro love and chuſe the . . 
who loves and chuſes the Means Wi. 


ſand in a natural and neceflary Conn: 0. 
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don with it. Now, when this is not ſaid 
in a Corner, but upon the Heouje-Top, when 
God has left it upon record, tor the Infor- 
ation of each ſucceſſive Generation of Men, 
dat he will proceed according to this Rule, 
the Judgment he iſſues concerning them; 
his 5 the Guilt, makes it ſtill more 
plainly a Matter of Choice, to the deſperate 
rearure Who undoes himfcit. Having fer 
ie and Death before ns, Bleſſing and Curfing 3 3 
; it unworthy of God, to give us the Part 
e have freely choſen ? 
Again, 

!: the Objection be ſtarted upon the 
(90: of the Eternity of the Sinner's Puniſh- 
nent; and the Righ hreoutneſs of God be 

alleng'd, upon the apprehended Diſpro- 
en between the Pen aue and the Offence ; 
«hit has been ſaid already is a ſufhcient 
Leply. For it I chuſe Sin, when torbid 
on the pain of everlaſting Damnation, it's 
dag that 1 chuſe that everlaſting Damna- 

n; and then the Matter returns to thts 
again, viz, Whether it is unworthy of a 
ghteous God to give a free Creature the 
part he chuſes? 

But further, 

We do allow that to be equal among Men, 
which we brand with the infamous Impu- 
ation of Unrighteorfneſs in God, Treaſon 
may be perpetrated in an inſtant, and yet 


by the Law, the 'T raytor is never to reco- 
ver 
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ver the Life which he has hereby forte rcd 
Nay, /is Blood is not accounted an Eq une. if 
lent to his Crime, but his Children's Tic 
are ſet on edge by the Grapes which he ha ? 
God himſelf tells us, that he renders 1 , 
Man according to bis Works, "There can a 75 
therefore be no erring from the Rules | 


Juſtice in his Adminiſtration. And u? 
we can comprehend the infinite Majei:y « T 
God, the infinite Purity and Rightes une nn 
ol his Law, his abſolute Propriety in hs lang 
Creatures, we cannot form adequate . „ 
ceptions of Sin 's Malignity ; and even g 
this account run a bold venture in ſay ing, r. 
that its Puniſhment is unequal to its G hat 
Upon the whole, 3 
God has threaten'd Sin with ever/a/ "sf conc 
Puniſhment ; and admitting for Argue! 17 
fake, that we could not account for ths, ,. 
we deſerve not the Name of Chriſtians, hour 
this alone could not ſatisfy, viz. that deen. 
can be no Unriehteouſneſs with him. halle 
Fourthly, We are now to apply this D'- Ml 1: 
courſe, which was the laſt Head propolis e 
And, te! 
(1.) What — does this Doctrine beste. 
to ſuch, who under. a Profeſſion of Reli zune 
gion, are Strangers to the Grace of e 
The Sinners in Zion may be afraid, and Fea * Non 
fulneſs ſeize the Mpocrite in Heart, for uh 9 the P. 
them can dwell with the devouring Fire? IU ed; 
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anong them dul with everlaſting Burnings ? 
iſa, xxx111. 14. How jultly is Deſtruction from 
God a Terror to ſuch? Job xxxi. 23. He 

Be hold all ye who kindle a Fire, that com- 
247 ur ſelves about with Sparks wall in the 
Light of your Fire, end in the Sparks that ye 

kindled. This ſhail ou have of mine haud, 
» foal! lie down in Sorrow : Ita. l. 11. 

That you may be rightly affected with 
our OWN OW let the following Particu- 
rs be allowed a Place in your 'Thoughts. 

ft, Think what it is you put to the ha- 
by your Iaſincerity in the great At- 

far 100 Religion. The Stake is nothing leſs 
than Heaven, that wndefiled and incorruptible 
lrheritance, beyond which our Minds can 
conceive nothing that 1s either great or de- 
ul. God requires you to ſeek this King- 
im in the Fiksr place. Not only to ſet a- 
t it early in Life, but with a moſt intenſe 
cation. Why 3 ? hecauſe the chief Good 

2 enges our principal Regard. But jon re- 
ee Counſel of God T againſt | yorrfefves, And 
when your Spirits are diſpoſſeſſed of their 
cent Habitation, ro have no Heaven to 
tain them, how very unhappy ſuch a 
rcumſtance! To be {-rienileſ; Upon your 
en into the eternal World of Spirits, 
ina ind a deſpiſed Heaven barred againſt 
04 tor ever, the Character you now bear, 
: Privileges you now enjoy, vainly plead- 
O can you think of this being your 
own 
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own Cafe, and not cry out, Wretched Mu 
that I am Think, 
2al;, For what it is that vou put ſuch 
things as theſe in jeopardy. To act 

your Character as ratieual, you ſhould an 
the Preference to the l th: ngs : : Thale tha 
are moſt worthy in them ſelves, and mol} 
neceſſary to your Happineſs. Oue wou 
think that to ſatisfy Conſcience, you heul 
wake 1t appear that they are Trifles whicli 
you hazard, it compared with the part you 
chuſe. This would juſtify the Condul, 
and nothing leſs can do it. Well, let us fer 
the rhings you ſecure by a profeſſi on, agi nt 
thoſe that you hazard by being ont; Proſel- 
ſors; and then ſee how the Account W. 
ſtand. By your Proſeſſion you are ſup 
to have Life; by being auß Profeflors, ra. 
continue under the Power of Deat/ 5 (ten 
your Profeſſion you make up a Ffe•ẽͤ- WM; > 
Peace, by a meer ProfciHon orfeir the Pu ee 
of God. By your Profeificn, you may yi MG 7? 
more of this World ; by Infincerity in b. 25 
Profeſſion, you loſe Life everlaſting. von Ttern, 
hazard the Approbation of God, for e 
Appiauſe of Men; a real for an image 

Peace; Heaven for Earth, Whether ches 
acting circumſpectiy, not as Fools, but a. 
judge ye. Think, 

zdly, What are the poſitive Ea ! 
which you lay yourlelt open by och 4 
Conduct. A real Chriſtian 1 is bleſled in i 
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and Death, and tor ever; an Hypoerite lives 


Math, and is to be a Victim to Divine 
Vengeance to Eternity. Chriſt pronounces 
him aceurſed when he ſentences him to de- 
pare, to intimate that he is fo at preſent, 
ind to _ him eminently ſo tor ever, 
Don't Batter yourſelf that Hell is a painted 
"ire, its e viſionary, or that the 
Mercy of God will orer-rule your Puniſh- 


durable. This is imputing to him a Weak- 
neſs; an Inſult upon his Fa: thiulneſs, his 
ſuitice, and the Immutability of his Na- 
ture. Now, do you not only make a For- 
2iture of Heaven, but a Purchaſe of Hell, 
a Protefion that is ſeparated from prac- 
tea] Chriſtianity? And ought Miniſters to 
en or conceal the 'I error that belongs to 
oa? Can they do it without treacherouſly 
ering back from you part of the Counſel of 
17942 

) If it is to fare with the Sinner to all 
Lernity, according to the State of his Soul 
: Death, then as we dread verlaſting De- 
iin, and defire immortal Bl. fed: els, 
* us lay a goed Foundation againſt the time ” 
ze, It wer fill us with the Praiſes of 
dur God, that he has not can ſhort his Work 
i Rio e with us, that it is ſtiil the 
ma 1 time, aud the Day of Salvatic:; to- 


— 


while it is calle ww to-day, if we harden not 
0147 


and dies — the Character of a Child of 


ent, fo as chat it ſhall be leſs incenſe or 
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eur Hearts, But it we continue in Hu, 5 
this Grace does abornd towards us, this » 
be reſented as a deſpifing God's Patio 
Forbearance, and we ſhall treaſure up ty, 117- 
elves Wrath againfl the Day of Wrath. Le 
us follow God with our ſtrong Cries, reſcnt 
to give him no Reſt Day or Night, till he . 
receive us graciouſly, love us jreely, __ Ch;il 
within 2 and poileſs us of the Spirit of . 
Son. Jill this is our Cafe, our Lit 
D;eam, and we are very unfit to die. it we 
have a Concern of Heart about this atter, 
are humbled to the Duſt at God's 
that we have been ſo long Cumberer, of 
Ground, if we continue to have ſuch a 
Anxiety and Solicitude about pure an unde 
filed Religion; be that hath wrought us 0 '/ 
felf-ſame thing, is God. Our willing as well: 
doing aright, we owe to his good Pleajine 
We may look upon what his Hand "a | 
ready wrought as a Token for Good, as 
Pledge of further and greater BAH 
That in inclining our Hearts (o ſeck, * 
has done it with a Deſign of attend ne 8, 
the Voice of our Supplication, that he 10 1 
not Hare his Son, and with him ui git [0 
ive ur all things. 
I would recommend this Advice by t!! 
following Motives, They will have tit 
weight, it Quiy conſider'd. 

Iſt, Conſider how very ſoon Deatu 
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e turned out at the Pleaſure of the great 
of Life. It is at our peril that we 
| poltpone this Affair, and ſay 10 t, (G9 thy 
1 way, ';; the preſent, at a more convenient Seaſon 
| | fend for thee. Nay, this is invading 
Deine Prerogative, Tur it is not for us 
bs % the Time: aid Seatons ; this the Fathes 
-ſerved in his own power. And to check 

Fret umption oft this kind, we are =_ that 
annot ſo much as ſay what h b 62 the 

/0wW. Shall a Moment be loft then, when 
ur Salvation 1 Apa upon the right Im- 
provement of Lite; and of this whole Liſe 
ve are not able to call any more tian the 
ſont NOW our own? 

Conſider, 

0 That your neglecting this Call 
mich God has given you, may make your 
Death lets ealy, and your Account more 
ireadiul. Should you ſtitle any Convictions 
wich may have 3 ke jn upon your Minds, 
by the Bleſſh1 ng of God upon what you have 

heard]; forbear to put in execution the 
\urp ma form 'd in favour of God, and your 

Mis, as you do the Devil the greateſt 
Feature, fo you may find when Death 
nico, that you have doubly arm d that 
g of Terrors. As your Guilt will be 

hy aggravated, ſo your Condemnation 
be more ſevere in the next World. 


You 
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You are invited to ſerve "iy 


provide againſt the moſt ſhocking Efe 
ties; I have been endeavouring to beit 1, 


Hope and Joy but we muſt leave t? 
God's hands, to make what has i 9 
ver'd the Words Eternal Life, 


”» * 
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SERMON VI. 


Hiding our Death, a Call to 


Watchſulneſs. 


E are to ſtand or tall lor ever, 
as ready or unrcady at Carift's 
coming. The Chriſtian paſſes 
by Death into Fulneſs of Toy ; 
Hypocrites ſuffer by Deach the 
Puniſhment ot Le, and the 
en ſhment of Senſe: miſs Heaven, and are 
o the Lale of Fire, Inlarging on theſe 
Mezls, lets us into the Subject contain'd in 
We TVth Propoffticin. 

i here is one more behind, which may 
90111bly employ our prelent Thoughts. 


* i © 
' % * 
1 111 


p. That our being left in the dark 
bur the Time of our Death, and the 
Judg- 


—— — —— — — 
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Judg ens Day, when aſſured of the Cer. 

tainty of both, ſhould be a ſufficient MK 
tive to our Witchfulncſs, that we way be the 
found in Peace. Our Lord inters this RS IS 
Concluſion naturally ariſing from the Han? 
Doctrine treated of in the preceding Par: 

ble: Watch therefore, for ye know not either the 
the Day, er the Hour, wherein the Son of αν , ©* 1 
cometh. oe add, 


— 


What Man can believe that there nM #7 
Event before him, in which the Welte a 
a Soul for Eternity is concerned, one tha: 
is infallibly certain, and cannot but come 2¹ 
paſs, may take place the next Year, this 
Month, Or Week, Or Day, or Momem mend 
and which of them a Secret to him; wha arab 
Man that thinks (with this State of th: neſs, 
Caſe in his View) who muſt- not own the! errat 
the Advice carries Strength and Prop et 
in it, when he is put upon a conſtanr ! 
pectation of what may overtake him poſe 
inſtant 2 It is giving up the Charas Luvup 
a Mar and a Chriffian at once; and cen Fon 
Violence to the Light of Reaſcn as Me: einc 
Revelation, to refuſe being determined h ppolit 
ſuch Evidence as this. N leading 

In the further Proſecution of this e, £0 
rrine, I ſhall endeavour, Verſe | 

Is Offer", 
its 


Hrſi, To explain the Nature of this 
ty, for the more effectual Recommend 
of which, this Parable is inſtituted by 0! 
a Lor d. 5. ( ual | 
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Secondiy, Shew you the Force of this 
Reaſoning, when this Duty is urged from 
the Conſideration of the Som of Man's coming 
in a Day, and at an Hour, that we know mt 


v 


 7hirdly, Offer ſomething for vindicating 
the Divine Conduct, in thus hiding from 
us the Time of our Death. We ſhall then 
add, 

' Fourthly, Such Practical Reflections as 
may be a fit Cloſe to this Subject. 


Fieft, Let us enquire into the Nature of 
this Doty, with a View to rhe recom- 
nending which, our Saviour inſtitutes this 
Parable. To proceed with greater Clear- 
neſs, ſuffer me to re- aſſume this one Ob- 
ſervation, . That as in the Chapter be- 
ore my Text, Chriſt had beeen pteſſing 
ſatel fulneſs upon his Diſciples, as that was 
wpoſed to luemperance, the giving into 
Luxury, and a brutiſh Indulgence of the 
Patons and Appetites; ſo in this Chapter 
he inculcates the fame Duty, but taken in 
ppoſition to Security, and as conſiſting in a 
leadineſe to meet him at his coming. IE 
you compare what occurs from the 3th. 
Verſe of the foregoing Chapter, with what 
5 offer'd in the 13th Verſe of this Chapter, 
1 11s Connection with the Context, you 
vil ſee that there is room for this Diſtine- 


dlon. 
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tion. This Duty was not limited u + 


Obligation to the Difciples of our Lora 
nor to ſuch as were {ſraelites accordin - 
Fl:ſp, but equally concerns all Wh. , 
heard of his Name, and are begottcu +: * 
Hope of Chriſt's ſecond coming. , 
Scripture is nit of private Interpretation ; |» l. 
what is ſaid to ene, is ſnid to al of | of 
Watch. 8 
There are theſe rwo things ſuppoſ-! :M ,. 
the Watchfulzeſs which my Text mer n , 
Liz. our avoiding Whatever either me 
way of Amuſement, or Incumbraucc, po 
make us unready for the coming 0. * 
Lord; and the exerciſing ourſelves to 12 * 
ever may forward our Preparedneſs to ne 
him. * 755 
In the Latchfulueſ which my Tex: : 3 
tions, there is ſuppoſed, 4 4 
(1.) Our avoiding whatever either R 
Amuſement or Tacumbrance may make Cas 
ready for our Lord's coming. Conſider F 


our preſent Circumitances aud Situa- Mon 
Spirits in Fleſh, ſurrounded with fo pre WF bret 
Variety of Objects, winch by the . * 77 
gain Admittance to the wt, it becon % 1 
us to fear akvays, Without this Gua 
on ourſelves, it will be next to imp 
not to run into ſuch an Intimacy x 
World, as will prejudice our Corr 


— 


dence with a better; and to get into 


* 
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way of living, which will hazard our dy- 
ing in Peace. He who made this Worid, 
and perfecti) knows the Power of things 
preſent to intnare corrupt Nature, has often 
caurion'd us to be upon our Warch, it we 
would not be overcome by Evil. This Re- 
ſtraint upon us, flows from the Infiniteneſs 
of Viſdom and Guedneſs there is in God, 
and is by no means an Act of ablolute Sove- 
re:anty. 

[ ſhall inſtance in two Particulars, whence 
gc d Men are in danger of being unready 
or Chriſt's coming; againſt both which 
they ſhould exerciſe themſelves to this 
Vatchfulneſs. The 

iff is, Launching out into a fort of bownd- 
2/5 Purfuit of the World. There is a great 
deal of Danger from unbleſs d Proſperity. 
Man of valt Diſcernment, among other 
Kemarks he nad made upon the ordinary 
Courſe of Things, oblerves to have ſeen 
Riches given to the Owners of thejn 70 heir 
Hurt. I faid, let or unfanctity'd 
1 for neither Love xor Hatred is to 
- known by theſe things under the Sm; Eccleſ. 
by 1. When Riches encreaſe, Men are apt to 
jet Mt Hearts wpow them; to pull hard, 
when they find that the World is coming; 
at and ſpread all their Sails, while the Wind 

« favourable. So true is it, that they who 
lvoe Silver, are not ſatisfy'd with Silver; or he 

2 that 
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that loveth Abundance, with Increaſe. Friel 
v. 10, How many think, and plod, an 


hurry, and labour, bereaving their Soul, 


Good, whoſe Pretence, ſhould you cauti-1 
them agaiuſt overdoing the Matter, amoun:* 


only to this, vz. They are providing 
their Families, and by their preſent Ach. 
duiry ſtriving to ger the ſooner thro th: 
fatiguing way of Lite? However Ne if 
this Excuſe may appear upon the firſt hc: 
ing, yet if we weigh it in our Thoughns, 
and remember that no Employment of L''- 
is juſtifiable, which hinders the principa 
Deſign of Life, unfits us for dying, and cn- 
tring *triumphanrly i into Heaven ; it will 
judged weak and triting. 

I may ſhew you without difficulty, tha: 
while we conduct ourſelves thus, we mus 


be unavoidably entangled ; our Spiritual A 


fairs ſuffering in proportion to our Ou. 
Concern for Temporal Things. For, 

1. We muſt. of neceſſity, by ſuch a Re 
ſpect for this World, often bieak in ron 
the Time which we owe to better Thing 
There needs no labour d Proof of this K. 
mark, the Truth of which is atteſted 
Experience. (Granting that ſuch a Care 7 
my Family as to Temperals, does not hol ly 
diyert the Care I ſhould toke of their 
that mine is. not a Prayer/e/s Houſe, not 
withſtanding this Croud of Buſineſs (and 

would 
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would to God that this might be ſafely al- 
owed as to all profeſſzng Families) there is 
much more than this, which is my daily 
Duty as a Chriſtian. For inſtance, ſerious 
dell Reflection, going into mine own Heart, 
comparing what I fare been and done the 
Day that is paſt, with that perte& Rule, to 
which boch Heart and Actions ſhould be 
onform'd. Converſing with Heaven in 
private 3 our native Soil, our Father's Houle. 
There are many things which may not be 
roperly communicated to a Family, rhat 
muſt not be torgotcen when God and the 
Soul are together. "Theſe are not left to 
cur Courteſy, to be done or forbore at our 
pleaſure 2 They are Duties which e owe, 
and God expects. Now, as far as this ca- 
ger Proſecution of rhe World, and imbark- 
ing thus extravagantly in its Afiatrs, rob us 
of the Time which ſuch Services as theſe do 
require; ſo far are we hereby render'd leſs 
ready for our Lord's coming. The Z/aying 
aide ſuch a a Weight, the avoiding ſuch an 
ſneumbrance, muſt in courſe be referred to, 
- the Watch -fulneſs here recommended. 
Chriſt himſelf explains it thus, when he ſets 
it in oppoſition to ſuch an Overchar redneſs 
with the Cares of this Lije, as renders it but 
too poſſible for thot Day e to come upon 1s una- 
reg. And I take the Apoſtle Paul to have 
had the ſame Senſe of "Things, when he 
F 3 makes 
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of the ſame Import. As dees alto the /. 
poſtle Peter. Compare I The. V. 6. with 
I. Pet. iv. 7. The Kli tei of which they 0} 


beak intimates Moderation and Tempera, 2 J 
in our Regards for theſe preſent periſt;:15 
Things. B 
2. As ſuch a Concern for this Wor! N 
ſhould be avoided upon the account © of the D 
Ipcroachments it makes on the Time M P 
we 975 to better things, it Mould alſo "5 | v 

JI 


that are We ang divine. "Thus Fanny 

further unfit us for Chriſt's coming. V/- 
muſt not only fee that Duty is done, but 
make Conſcience of the Manner of doing it, 
if we would tlirive in Grace and Comtort. 
An Action that is materially good, may bc 
circumſtantial) evil. It it do not ſpring trom 
a right Principle, if it is not regular in ts 
Aims, and directed to the proper Eud an 
theſe things fall under the Divine Cog"! 

zance) the Service way be condemned 
God, which meets with the univerſal + ＋ 


plauſe of Men, It is not enough tho: 0 
confeſs the Sins of the Day, if I experienc Thi 
not the Workings of Goſpel-Repentanc* Un 
That I acknowledge the perſonal and rela- 3 
tive Bleſſings conferred, if my Heart is ut Pty 
affected with the Bounty of Hearen. MW =5 


I talk of my Grave, if die not to chis 
vw { rid, 
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World, as I am dying out of jt; or the 


Glories of Heaven, it I feel nor the Powers 
of the Mord io cane. Now, admitting that 


ne Man, whoſe: Life js ſuch a continued 


Hurry, does reſerve ſome of his Time? for 


a” with how great Diladvantage does 


16 ſequelter to the Affairs of Reti gion, 
* Mind is ſtuff d with the Remem— 
brance of the paſt Day's Buſineſs, and the 
Projects to be executed the next? is to 
be fear d, that his Heart is removed far from 
him, while he is honouring him with his 
Lips; ; and of all ſuch God ſays, that in vain 
do they worſhip bim. Is that Man n a fit 
polture to die, Who is out of frame to pray? 
And can any thing excuſe thy being out of 
une, Chriſtian, to the one thing needſul ? 
Thy being indiſpoſed for what is, and 
ſhould be the main Concern of Life ? When 
Chriſt recommends to you a J/atching for 
his coming, he muſt certainly caution you 
againſt theſe Incums ances, Which fo directly 
unſit you for it. 
So much tor the Firſt Particalar. 

(2.) By their unlawtul Love of lawtul 
Things, have good Men been in danger of 
LUnreadineſs for Chriſt's coming. They 
Tay have learnt to abridge their PDeſires, to 
pity the reſtleſs Ambition, or inſatiable: A- 
varice, too viſible in other Men's Conduct, 
d the ſame time be themſelves in Bondage 

wo 4 ro 
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to the Creature. While they have ſecen 
Happineſs in the part which the World)in: 
acts in Life, they have felt a Pleaſure wh: | 
has been exceſive in the Review of the 
own Circumſtances; and a Man may be :; 
Kiolater, who poſſeſſes very little of che 
World. As this has been explained in tue 
Apoſtolical Writings, we find that t! 
Charge of Idolatry may be brought again{ 
us, whenever the little we enjoy has too 
large a place in our Hearts, or our Hopes 
of Happineſs from it are beyond What 
ought to encourage from broken and 411 
Cifterns. This is the Love to the World, ai 
the Things of the World, which the Scr 
tures condemn; and if it were not chat 
are prone to ſuch Extravagance in our l- 
gards for theſe things, and that ſuch a nl. 
placing of our Affections drew along w't.: 
it a Variety of Inconveniences, we ſhouic 
not be warned againſt the very ſame thing '« 
frequently as we are, eſpecially in the New 
Teſtament. We need Help from Hearn 
to love what God allows us to love, wit! 
the proper Limits by which he has bon 
our Reſpect to all ſublunary Good. Not 
to tranſgreſs the Meaſure which is law! 
or impropriate what ſhould be facred 
God alone. 

We ſhould beware of this, as we wou © 
guard againſt what will contribute to © 
Unreadineſs for our Lord's coming. 


e 
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This will do it, 
1. By obſtructing the Exerciſe of our 
Faith, When this is our governing Prin- 
ciple, it ſcatters the Miſts which intercept 
our Views of Heaven ; repreſenting eternal 
things not as real only, but ne. It brings 
within our fight Death as well as Immorta- 
ity, as the Jordan thro which we are to 
pals, to the Land flowing with Milk and Honey. 
It at once keeps alive the Thought of Dy- 
ing, and diveſts it of its Terror; ay, out of 
the Eater brings forth Meat, and out of the 
\:rong, Sweetneſs, "Thus it is a Preſervative 
againit Sin, and provokes to univerſal Duty, 
making our Lives a conſtant, practical, en- 
tertaining Intimacy with the Grave. Now, 
muſt not ſuch be 5e ad) for Chriſt's coming, 
W who thus paſs the time ¶ their ſojourning here 
is fear ? 
| Setting our Aﬀettions on things below, ſhews 
that we are bur little influenced by that 
Faith, which is the Evidence (hee, the 
Demonſtration) of inviſible Objects; and 
as far as it prevails, will Hinder the Actings 
and Exerciſe of that Grace in the Soul. 
"The loading ourſelves with thick Clay, mutt 
„lit us tor mounting as with Eagles Ving, 
bei Heaven. If anſwerable to our Un- 
2cquaintedneſs with Death, is our want of 
actual Preparation for Dying, and an undue 
Regard for lawful things thus indiſpoſes 
F 5 the 


130 Hidins our Death, Ser.. 
the Mind, by putting it from under che 
Iuſtuence of that Faith, which ſhould 
our governing Principle; ſure this is to 
avoided, as we hope to be found ready. 

2. As our Faith is hurt hereby, and 6 
our Readineſs for Chriſt's coming obſtruct- 
ed; we are further hindred by the Exc, 
of our Love even to lawful things, as we 
loſe hereby a Reliſh and Love for what are 
moſt important. Our Love to God, an 4 
Divine Objects, when it prevails, has a „ 
ſtraining Power. We chuſe to converſe gt 
the things, which we ſuperlatively : 
and as theſe are uppermoſt in our I hug = 
Life or Practice will be under an anſwerallls 
Influence. We ſhall love to think of Den 
as the Gate of Lite; dwell upon the Sub- 
ject, as this is a neceſſary Preliminary to on: 
enjoying what is moſt dear to us. Now, 
the more our Love is proſtituted to e 
things, we ſhall find that it's more {paris 
ly exerciſed upon eternal ones. Confequent- 
ly we ſhall think leſs frequently of tc 
things, and this diſcover ittelf in a propor- 
tion'd Converſation. Shau't we then guar! 
againſt this Ido/atry, not meerly from a Cour 
ſcience of its alHracted Guilt, but the C 
quences which attend it. | 

As our avoiding what would t us * 


a comfortable meeting with Chriſt, is 066 
thing 
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thing referred to, in our [//atching for his 
coming; .O it ſuppoſes, 

2dly, That we exerciſe ourſelves to what- 
ever may forward our ene to meet 
him. Gur Lord ſuppoſes this Duty to be 
of a poſitive Nature, when to the Church 
of Sardis he lays, Remember how thou haſt re- 
ceived, and heard, and hold faſt, and repent, 
if thou ſhalt not Wartca, I will come oz thee as 
Thie, and thou ſhalt not know what Hour I 
will come upon thee : Rev. iti 3. And Ch. xvi. 
15. of the ſane Book, he favs, Behold I come 
75 4 Thief, bleſſed is he that Warch ETH, aud 

terpeth his Garments. This muſt be intended, 
when he bids us watch and pray, that we enter 


not into Temptation. Our Duty cannot be 


diſcharged by meer Negatives; it is not e- 
nough that we don't fleep as do others, when 
our: being employ'd thro our w hole Lives, 
in ſuch Exerciſes as may make us, and keep 
us ready to die, is what Gd the Lord 1e- 
quires, Not that we are to be continually 
poring on the Grave, or as if we failed in 
our Duty, whenever we were trom under 
an actual Senſe of our Mortality. We ſha!! 
acquit ourſelves, ſo as to be accepted with 
Carilt, if the following Deſcription does a- 
gree to our general Conduct of Life. 

If Heaven be a Place with which we 
mala a conſtanr Correſpondence. When 
the Apoſtle ſays in the Names of all. goo 

Chri- 
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Chriſtians, Our Converſation is in Heauen, 
ſhould take heed that we do not mill a! 
him. He does not make it inconſiſtent « th 
true Piety, chat this Converſation ſnould 
at any time interrupted; and our Thoughts, 
and Cares, and Labours, return to Ear“ i 
and earthly chings. He would then peak 
of what no meer Creature did ever atta'! 
to, inſtead of his Aſſertion's being un 
ſally true. Nor would this be our Du 
— poſſible, conſidering our preſent Circvr m. 
ſtances; who have frail, crazy, needy B 
that claim a proper ſhare in our — F 
tho we owe them an inferior one, to chat 
which is due to our ſpiritual and immort: 
Part. He means, that as the Chriſtian s g. 
neral Walk is agrecable to his profeſſed H 
ectation of Heaven, ſo hither he 72tire: 
for his chief Jeys, when free from v/har 4- 
ſturbed and interrupted ſuch Converſe; 
he is as little a Stranger there as po flivie, 
He who keeps up ſuch a Correſpond dence, 
is inured to the Thought of dying. 
properly faid to watch for Chriſt's coming, 
as he lives in that Heaven which is chien 
dear to him, for Chriſt's fake. 

2. If, while in this World, we are [ear 
ing to leave | It, we practiſe the Duty vi: 
my Text recommends. No wonder“ 
Faces gather Paleneſs, and Sorrow fills 1/1 

Hearts, to whoſe Minds Death bias 1 C0 
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ever been preſent, till they ſee him coming 
to execute the Sentence of a broken Law. 
Good Men have found it of ill conſequence, 
that they have made Death no more fami- 
liar to them, who, the more he is a Stran- 
ger, will appear the more terrible. They 
have upon this acccunt telt freſh Agonies 
in dying; and raking them from this World, 
has been like tearing the Caul of their Hearts 
in ſunder. He who makes it his daily Buſi- 
neſs to ſit loole from prefent things, rejoi- 
cing and vucepiug, as tho he neither wept nor re- 


joiced; who reſpects them only as Conve- 


niencies in his way, no part of the Happi- 
neſs to which he aſpired ; that realizes to 
his own Mind the Neceſſity of Dying, the 
Nature of that hard Work, and lives in 
pertect Friendſhip with the Grave ; that 
Man properly watches for Chriſt's coming, 
and cannot be unready at his Call. 

3. It we ſec each Day of our Lives to 
keep all Accounts clear, and balanced be- 
tween God and us, we ſhall be approved as 
having diſcharged this Duty. He who legs 
Matters run on unſettled, ſhews that he Is 
not apprehenſive. of his being ſpeedily called 
oa Reckoning; and he who dares not ven- 
race the Arrears of one day to be unadjuſt- 
ed, tells God and the World, that he looks 
every Night when his Soul ſha! be required at 
s hand,. The Meetiog will be une 
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when Death overtakes us unlook'd for, ar 
tells us that we have not a Day to li: 
tho the Buſineſs of an whole Life to d 
'This makes his Viſage ghaſtly, his Stro! 


heavy, puts Poiſon into his Sting, tur 
the laſt into a fiery Tryal, But he who 


ſtudy'd the Knowledge of himſelf, Mh. 
Repentance has kept pace with the Diſc: 


veries ot his Sin, who has made a fre 


Choice of God daily, and a freſh Dedic: 
tion of himſelf to his Service, (as ever 
Day's Sins are a virtual Departure from hin 
and Renunciation of his Propriety in us 
and a freſh Application of the Blood 
ſprinkling; as this Perſon can never be ca 
led unready, fo he gives abundant E. 
dence of his watching for the coming 
Chrilt. 

This is all I ſhall offer upon the F. 
Head, for explaining the Duty of He 
Fulneſs, as it is recommended in the "Tet 
It ſuppoſes our avoiding whatever either / 
Amuſement or Incumbrance might make 
leſs ready; and the exerciling ourſelves t 
whatever may forward our Preparedneſs 


meet Chriſt at his coming. 


Secondly, 1 am now to ſhew you the For: 
of the Reaſoning, when this Duty is urg 
from the Conſideration of the Sou of Ma: 
coming in a Day, and at an Hour that We 6 


FI 
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nor. This Duty is trequently preſſed by 
the very ſame Motive. The Thought is 
the ſame, when Chriſt ſays, Ye know not when 
the Maſter of the Houſe cometh, at Even, or at 
Midnight, or at Cockcrow, or in the Morning, 
therefore watch; Mark x11. 35. and when, 
as in the juſt mention'd Rev. 1.3. he en- 
forces It, from his c ming Ava Thief 

I take the Subſtance of the Argument 
to be ſummed up in theſe Particulars : 
J. d. Your er- cannot prevent 
my Coming. It will rob you of their n. 
fort, whom J Won find ready: And make 
it a terrible Coming to you. 

In his recommending this Daty, we mult | 
ſuppoſe our Lord to ſay, I 

1/t, Your Unwatchfulneſs canuot prevent 
my coming, it is therefore wiſe in you tg 
expect it. AY your times are in my hands, 
your Removal out of Life depends not up- 
on your Choice, but ray Pleaſure. Since 
Unthoughtful neſs of Death is no Security 
againſt it, how unreaſonable your Diſobe- 
dience to this particular Cormmand ? Rex 
member that I came, and tk thoſt away, 
who were eating, and drinking, marrying, and 
giving in Marriage, in the old World. Made 
quick work with them, ſweeping the whole 
numan Race into Eternity by a preterna- 
tural Deluge, one Family excepted ; therefore 


watch, You ſee from that awiul Inſtance, 
to 
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to which I reter you, that you are not 
more ſate by forgetting your Manger. ? 
ver were they lefs apptehenſixe of De 
than when their DeſtrutFion came upon then: 
To carry the Thread of the Argume 
it is 4. d. further; 
__2dh, Tho your Unwatchfulneſs can 
prevent my coming, yet it will deprive 1-1 
of their Comfort, whom I ſhall ind . 
Who is the Faithful and Wiſe Servant (.. 
Chriſt) whom his Lord has made Ruler u r 
Houſhold, to give them Meat in due Seca/  * 
Bleffed is tha: Servant, whom his Lord whei 
cometh ſhall find fo doing. Verily I fay unto » \, 
he ſball make him Ruler over al! his G] 
Mat. xxiv. 45, 46,47. My coming . d. 
make ſuch Perſons amends, who regule 
expect it; and ſince Unwatchfulneſs +. :- 
| tends not from Death, and yet makes a 
; feiture of fo compreheuſive a Bleſſing, v 
ther is greater, the Fly or the Hicks 
of this Conduct? If you would go v 
me to the Marriage, let me find you re 
Come I ſhall, and I will do ſuch, very | -- 
ticular Fayours, who love mine appeari 
think therefore, whether it be not Mo 
ſufficient to continued Matchfulneſs, u 
ſo much is ax arded by a contrary B- 
viour? | | 
To compleat the Argument, wen 
ſuppoſe our Lord to ſay, . 9 
IM 3dly, V/ 
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138 Hiding our Death, Ser. VI. 
Readineſs for ſuch an Event, it would hate 
been better if every Perſon exactly knen 
the Period of his Life, and when he ſhou!.! 
be called into Judgment: 

I ſhall reply to this Objection in the fo! 
lowing Particulars. 

Iſt, God can do nothing but what is 4%, 
therefore his having put our Affairs up: 
another foot, concludes that his Work 1s 
not to be mended, or the Deſigns he has in 
view more effectually attained in another 
way. The rich Man in the Goſpel tote 
Abraham, that God took the leſs prope: 
Method for reducing the World to his Ob-- 
dience, that a Meſſenger from the inviſibic 
State would do much more by his Leſti— 
mony for the Conviction of Mankind, than 
could be expected from the Ordinance © 
Preaching ; but Abraham ailured' him, that 
the Creature was very unfit to correct tie 
Conduct of his Maker, in ſaying, +» 
hear not Moſes and the Prophets, neither uα,j, 
they be perſuaded, tho one roſe from the Dea 
Luke xvi. ult 

2dly, There are obvious Tnconveniencies 
would attend our having ſuch a Knowledge 
of the time of our Death and Judgmens 
It is not improbable it might prove a da- 
gerous Temptation to a good Mau; flacke! 
his Pace, and abate his Diligence, to lee 2 
large Space between him and Death. Au. 
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on the other hand, that his beholding him- 
ſeit upon the very Brink of Eternity, might 
ſo ſwallow up his Time, and Thoughts, 
and Cares, as that his Perſonal ſhould break 
in upon the Relative and Social Duties, which 

are bound upon Conſcience, by rhe ſame 
Authority. 

And-as to a wicked Man, as his Heart 
would be more fully fet in bim to do wickedly, 
when he ſaw that Sentence againſt his evil 
Deeds was not to be executed ſpeedily ; the ſee- 
ing himſelf within the Shadow of Death 
would make him deſperate: and ſo his Cire 
cumſtances be worſe than now they are, 
whether his Time were longer or ſhorter in 
the World. 

34ly, Taking our Caſe as it now ſtands, 
we have the moſt rational Motive to conti- 
nued NV. 27e / fulneſe. There is no room for 
a moment's Intermiſſion of this Duty for 
Security or Slumber, becauſe we know not 
but our laſt Sands may be running, and at- 
ter a few Pulſes more, the ver Cord (hall 
be broken. And our not knowing but that 
we may have Tears to come, ſecures us a- 


gainit that troubleſome Concern, that might 


:mbicter our ſhort S: ay, did we ſec them 
waiting at the Door, who ſhould carry us 
to the Grave. So that there ſeems to be a 
Mixture of Divine Miſdom and Goodueſs 
the thing, when Chriſt commands us to 
watch, 
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watch, becauſe we k NOW Nor either the I 
or Hour of his coming. 
The whole of this Diſcourſe has bee: 
Practical, which makes it leſs necdful is 
enlarge in the Application. 
. we ll offer ſomething unde» 
tis | 


Fourth and laſt Head of Diſcourſe. V.: 
a but obſerve from what has beet: 

1 

1. The Wiſdom of being truly Religior 


n 


Such are provided againſt all Events; nothin- ö 
can betall them which ſhall not work tage T 
for their Good. The WWatchſulneſs of When 
we have ſpoken, is not to be confider'd 4: WM * 
a fingle Duty, but as of a complex nature 
taking into it Chriſtianity itſelf, in all the 8 
Beauty and Perfection it can appear, in ovr Wl © 
preſent State. And are not they wiſe in 2 F 
way of Diſtinction and Eminence, who be- I 
ing intended for another World, into which A 

n 


they are certainly, and they know not hes 
ſudadeny to be removed, have laid in Ml y 
whatever can happen to them? Ti 

hive, is Chriſt ; — to die, Gain? So that u WM C 


ther they live, they live unto the Lord; or u.. WM an 
ther they die, they die unto the Lerd : whet! 7 
therefore they live or die, they are the Lov. 1 


This is not indeed the Wiſdom of this Mn Vc 
they are now too tar prejudiced to give in 
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2 ir, but 'tis what God applauds as dom, 
and what (another day) the vileſt of Men 
ſhall acknowledge to be ſo. | 
2. See hence the Folly and Danger of 
or Security, when we know uot what a Day may 
bring forth. O ſay not, Worldling, when 
ſuch a Scheme is executed, and J have fur- 
vip mounted this and t'other Incumbrance, I 
will take care of my poor Soul; and I will 
then begin to ſtudy and practiſe Religion. 
Thy Soul is worth more than the whole 
World; and you are not ſure, tho now in 
| the Pride of Lyfe, but that you may be um- 
E bred amcng the Dead before to-morrow : and 
in that Day will all theſe good Thoughts 
and Purpoſes periſh. Youth, Health, 
Strength, protect not againſt the Aſſaults 
of the Grave. "There are but few hoary 
Heads come there, but tew worn out with 
| Years and Infirmitics, in compariſon of ſuch 
as die in their ful Strength. As you would 
| not be loſt to Eternity, do not trifle away 
your preſent, ſhort, uncertain Time. 
Let /s Thought keep you wakeful, 
Chriſtian. Endeavour to live under this 
| awful Sound, Ariſe ye Dead, and come to 
Judgment. Carry about with you the 
Thoughts of Death and Eternity, Wherever 
you are, and whatever you do. 
Among others, theſe two very good Ef- 
ects will follow this. 


ſt, It 
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. Tf, It will make your Light to ſhine, You 
cannot be vain, frothy, proud, cenſoricus, 
worldly, while your Spirits are under the 
Command cf ſuch Thoughts. No, you'l! 
be. ſerious, humble, ſpiritual, heavenly, as 


theſe are in you, and abound. And while 


you are g/oriſying yeur Father in Heaven, c 
are promoting your own, your beſt Intereſ 
For, f oe 
ah, Tour latte, End will be better than your 
Beginning. The Day of your Death, berter 
than the Day in which they ſaid, There is a 
Man- Child born. When you are called to 
die, you will ſtep out of this World into 


Heaven. You cannot be more ready to meer 


Chriſt, than you will find him ready to re- 
ceive you. And O happy Souls, that leave 


weeping Friends, for the Embraces of the 


God of Love; the great God, your Saviour. 
You will find, when he carries von to your 


: Father's Houſe, that all your Watchinge, 
Prayers, Tears, Labour, of Love, your Al 


fictions, Tryals, "Troubles, for the Name 
and Sake of this Saviour, are not worthy to 
be compared with the Glory which ſhall be re- 
vealed in you. | 
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The Reader 2 diſi ved to corre the following Tyfographical Evert 
P. 18. I. 21. read th the Influence. P.41, I. 14, r. 1 7% 
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Prattical Remarks and Obſervariofs: 


' for Exian, Mar- 
at the Bible in Pater- 
noſter-Now. 


BOOKS Printe 


THE WS, 


N Expoſition on the Old and New 
un Teſtament, wherein each Chapter is 
ſumm'd up in its Content s, the Sacred Text 
inſerted at large in diſlinct Paragraphs, 
each Paragraph reduced to its proper Heads, 
the Senſe given, and largely illuſtrated with 
In 6 
Volumes Folio. By the late Reverend Mr. 
Aitthew Henry, Miniſter of the Goſpel. 

NB The 6th Volume beiag never be- 
tore printed, may be had by itſelf. 
'The Chriſtian Philoſopher 3 a Collection 
of the beſt Diſcoveries in Nature, with 


Religious Improvements. By the Reverend 
Cotton Mather D. D. Feilow of the Royal So- 


ciety. 


The Pſalms of David in Metro; fitted 


to the Tunes uſed in Churches. By the 
Rev erend John Patrick D. D. Preacher to the 


| Charter-boufe, 


London. 
A Brief, PraRical, and Pacifick Diſcourſe 
of God, and of Father, Son, and Spirit, and 


| of our Concern with them. By the Rev. 
| Joſbua Oldfield D. D. The Second Edition, 


| with an Appendix, 


Hymns aud Spiritual Songs in 3 Books. 
By the Reverend Mr, Simon Browne. With 
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Books printed for Eman. Matthews, 


a a Set of Funes in three Parts (moſtly new) 
curiouſly engraven on Copper-Plates. 

I. A Guide to Prayer. The Second 
Edition. 

2. Sermons on various Subjeds and Oc- 
cations, with Hymns ſuitable to each. 

3. The Art of Reading and Writing 
Englifh. 

Theſe three by the Reverend Mr. Jaa. 

IJ/atts. 

Health, an Eſſay on its Nature, Value, 
Uncertainty, Prefervation, and beſt Im- 
provement. By the Reverend Mr. B. Grog 
Denor. | 

A little Treatiſe of being born again! 
The Fourth Edition. Lo which is nov | 
added, a Diſcourſe on the Duty and Ad4$ 
vantage of fingular Fiety. By the Reverend 
Mr. S. Might. 

Chriſt every Chriſtian's Pattern. By the 

Reverend Mr. Robert Mirrey. 

A Collection of rhe Promiſes of Seripture$ 
By the Reverend Mr. Sunue! Clark. 
The Family-Inſtruftor. 2 Vol. The 8t! 
Edition. 

The Occafionsl Papers. 3 Vol 

Memoirs of the Church of Scotland, 
four Periods. 
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